
CHAPTER XXI -Tom Swift and His

Electric Locomotive

"The switch! It is open!"

In the electrified world of the Hendrickton & Pas Alos Railroad, Tom Swift and his
revolutionary electric locomotive, dubbed the Hercules Three-Oughts-One, were
pushing the boundaries of railway innovation. Amidst the rivalry with the Hendrickton
& Western, spearheaded by the shady figure Lewis and his henchmen, Tom, alongside
his faithful friends Ned Newton and the giant Koku, plus the eccentric Mr. Damon,
worked diligently to finalize the Herculean machine's capabilities.

Despite the looming threat of sabotage, particularly from a figure known as Andy
O'Malley, the team steadfastly operated under the belief that their security measures
and the watchful eyes of Mr. Bartholomew's police would thwart any potential
interference. Yet, Ned maintained a healthy suspicion towards their rivals, especially
the underhanded tactics of Lewis, reflecting the tense atmosphere surrounding their
groundbreaking project.

Tom's dedication to perfecting every aspect of the Hercules Three-Oughts-One was
unwavering. Each test, whether on level tracks or the challenging grades between
Hammon and Cliff City, was approached with a mix of scientific rigor and the cautious
optimism that had become Tom's hallmark. The inventor's methodical approach to
innovation was further underscored by his strategic moves to protect their intellectual
property, ensuring that every advancement was legally safeguarded against the
competitive and sometimes predatory environment of railway entrepreneurship.

Amidst this backdrop of technological progress and industrial espionage, the Hercules
Three-Oughts-One showcased its superior power and potential to revolutionize the way



railroads operated. Test runs over steep grades and the successful hauling of heavy
loads demonstrated not just the locomotive's raw power, but also Tom Swift's visionary
prowess in the field of electrical engineering.

However, the shadow of danger never fully receded. A startling incident at a seemingly
mundane switch point illustrated the precarious balance between triumph and
catastrophe in the world of innovation. As the team prepared to celebrate their
achievements, they were rudely reminded of the ever-present risks that came with
challenging the status quo and pushing the limits of technology.

The open switch incident served as a climactic reminder that in the race towards
progress, vigilance against both the seen and unseen threats was paramount. For Tom
Swift and his allies, the journey was as much about navigating the perils of rivalry and
sabotage as it was about engineering excellence and the pursuit of a brighter,
electrified future for rail travel.


