
XIV -The woman in the Alcove

In Chapter XIV titled "Trapped" from "The Woman in the Alcove," the narrator engages
in a tense conversation with Inspector Dalzell concerning the progress in a criminal
investigation connected to Mr. Grey and Mr. Durand. The discussion reveals ongoing
efforts to locate a critical witness named Sears and hints at the complexities
surrounding the involvement of a waiter named Wellgood. The interaction is marked
by an air of mutual caution and the revelation of small, potentially significant details
about the investigation.

The narrative swiftly transitions to an abrupt visit by a man, hurried and evidently
agitated, suggesting his direct involvement in recent, dangerous events. This
newcomer's tale quickly becomes the focus, recounting a daring and perilous venture
into a house presumed empty. Seeking evidence related to the case, the man
describes his silent navigation through the dimly lit, rain-soaked property, culminating
in an unexpected encounter with Hiram Sears, the very suspect the police have been
diligently pursuing. The man, identifying himself as Sweetwater, shares detailed and
suspenseful accounts of narrowly avoiding detection and confrontation within the
shadowed confines of the house.

Sweetwater's narrative reveals crucial insights into the suspect's activities, marked by
covert entries, urgent searches for documents and personal items, and moments of
intense emotional revelation, presumably tied to Mrs. Fairbrother. The tension
escalates as Sweetwater, trapped in an improvised prison within the house, recounts
his desperate and ingenious escape, which involved a physically taxing and mentally
strenuous ascent through the house's infrastructure.

The chapter concludes with Sweetwater's return to the police, exhausted and
disheveled, but armed with new information about Sears' whereabouts and actions.
This report significantly impacts the investigation, shedding light on the suspect's



motives and movements, and sets the stage for the subsequent steps the police will
take in response to these revelations. The chapter effectively combines elements of
mystery, suspense, and detective work, highlighting the intricate dance between law
enforcement and those they pursue, all framed within the rich, atmospheric setting of
a shadowed, rain-drenched New York.


