
Chapter Forty-Seven

Nesryn and Sartaq find themselves trapped in the narrow, labyrinthine pass between
the peaks of Dagul, pursued by the deadly kharankui spiders. The confined space
prevents Kadara, Sartaq's ruk, from reaching them, forcing the pair to navigate the
treacherous terrain on foot. Despite the urgency, Sartaq's injuries slow their progress,
and Nesryn keeps Falkan, a hidden ally, concealed for a strategic moment. The
spiders' presence looms ominously, their webs and skittering sounds a constant
reminder of the impending danger. The fading light signals the approaching night,
heightening the urgency of their predicament.

As they press forward, the pass grows increasingly constricted, forcing them to
squeeze through tight gaps. Sartaq becomes wedged between rocks, his injuries
worsening as he struggles to free himself. Nesryn's attempts to help him are fraught
with desperation, compounded by the realization that the spiders are herding them
toward a grim fate. The tension escalates when the spiders' clicking claws grow louder,
their taunting voices echoing through the pass. Sartaq, resigned to their dire situation,
urges Nesryn to flee without him, but she refuses to abandon him.

In a heart-wrenching moment, Sartaq confesses his love for Nesryn, revealing that he
had admired her long before they met. His calm acceptance of their fate contrasts
sharply with Nesryn's frantic efforts to save him. Despite her pleas and struggles, the
spiders seize Sartaq, tearing him away from her grasp. The suddenness of his
disappearance leaves Nesryn devastated, her grief overwhelming as she faces the
reality of his loss. The chapter ends with her standing alone in the pass, tears blurring
her vision, as the spiders close in.

The chapter masterfully builds tension through its vivid descriptions of the
claustrophobic environment and the relentless pursuit of the kharankui. Nesryn's
determination and Sartaq's tragic sacrifice highlight the emotional stakes, while the



spiders' predatory cunning underscores the hopelessness of their situation. The raw
intensity of their final moments together leaves a lasting impact, setting the stage for
Nesryn's next steps in the face of overwhelming odds.


