Chapter Twenty-Four

The chapter opens with Nesryn reflecting on her complex feelings towards Chaol,
recognizing that his recent interest in her is driven by quilt rather than genuine
affection. She is aware of her role as a substitute for other women in his life and tries
to convince herself that she is fine with this arrangement. As she navigates the
bustling streets of Antica and approaches the palace, Nesryn’s internal conflict is
evident. Her cautious demeanor underscores her emotional tension, especially as she
prepares to face the palace’s intimidating environment amid the oppressive late
afternoon heat. Her resolve to find some peace amid her duties is palpable, yet her

vulnerability remains hidden beneath her outward composure.

Inside the palace, Nesryn encounters Kadara, the ruk, who provides a moment of levity
and companionship. Her interaction with Sartaq, the prince, reveals a nuanced
relationship rooted in mutual respect and understanding. Sartaq’s presence is both
reassuring and intriguing; his calm demeanor and candid conversation highlight his
integrity and the depth of his character. Nesryn’s surprise at Sartaq’s knowledge of her
whereabouts suggests her growing trust in him, even as she grapples with her desire
for solitude and the need for connection. Their exchange underscores the tension
between her personal longing for quiet and her sense of obligation within the political

and familial spheres she inhabits.

As the conversation progresses, Sartaq shares his intentions to leave for the rukhin
mountains to seek answers to pressing questions. He offers Nesryn the opportunity to
accompany him on this journey, emphasizing it will last only a few weeks. She
considers the proposal carefully, knowing her responsibilities and the importance of
discussing such a decision with her allies. Sartaq’s sincerity and the prospect of a
shared adventure present a rare moment of genuine camaraderie amidst the political

machinations. Their dialogue reveals underlying themes of trust, loyalty, and the



search for truth, which are central to the chapter’s narrative tension.

The chapter concludes with a sense of impending departure and the emotional
complexity of parting ways. Sartaqg prepares to leave with his supplies, and Nesryn
contemplates the significance of his offer. The scene is tinged with a quiet farewell,
emphasizing the transient nature of alliances and the personal sacrifices involved.
Sartaq’s playful remark about the time he would take to say goodbye hints at the
deeper bond forming between them. As servants arrive with supplies for the journey,

the chapter ends with-amixture-ef anticipation and unresolved feelings, setting the

stage for the challenges and revF:Iationum mawaer



