Chapter Twenty-Nine

The chapter opens with Nesryn and Sartaq facing a fierce storm in the northern Asimil
Mountains. As they seek shelter on a rocky outcrop, Kadara, their ruk, bravely
withstands the icy rain and howling winds, shielding them from the worst of the
weather. Nesryn, despite her physical resilience, is chilled to the bone and longs for
warmth, reflecting on her past disinterest in magic and her reliance on physical skill
rather than supernatural powers. The storm’s ferocity underscores the perilous journey
they undertake, emphasizing nature’s dominance and the danger they face in their

quest.

Nesryn’s thoughts turn to the broader political landscape, especially the
disappearance of Aelin and her court. She contemplates the possibility of Aelin’s
strategic maneuvers, suspecting that the queen’s absence might be part of a larger
plan, possibly orchestrated by Morath or Aelin herself. Nesryn’s admiration for Aelin’s
calculated restraint contrasts with her own feelings of vulnerability and frustration,
highlighting her hope that Aelin still holds some unseen advantage. Her concern
underscores the uncertainty and tension permeating their situation, revealing her

reliance on hope and strategic thinking amid chaos.

After the storm subsides, Nesryn and Sartaq prepare for the next leg of their journey,
flying across the mountains and into the grasslands below. They must camp in a
forested area, cold and unprepared for comfort, which deepens Nesryn’s sense of
alienation from her companion. Sartaq’s kindness, offering blankets and clothing,
contrasts with her feelings of distance, as she perceives him more as a stranger than
an ally. Her internal conflict about their alliance grows stronger as she questions her
own choices, feeling the weight of the unfamiliarity and the risks involved in trusting

someone she barely knows.



As dawn breaks, they set off again, heading toward the Darghan steppes with Sartaq
providing insight into his homeland’s history and alliances. Their flight over the rugged
terrain reveals the interconnectedness of the various tribes and regions, with Sartaq
explaining the historical ties and military cooperation between the Darghan and the
ruk. The conversation hints at ongoing conflicts and the harsh realities of loyalty and
resistance within their world. Sartaq’s mention of the empire’s strict discipline and
brutal consequences for dissent adds a layer of foreboding, emphasizing the

oppressive political climate.that Nesryn is navigating, and the dangerous path ahead.
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