
Chapter Twenty-Two

The chapter centers on Yrene’s internal struggle with her recent actions and emotional
turmoil. She debates whether to attend the next day’s events, haunted by her reckless
behavior fueled by the influence of smoke and intoxicants at the previous night’s
party. Her feelings of shame and vulnerability grow as she reflects on her
overwhelming desire and the loss of control she experienced, leading her to seek
solace in stronger doses of the substance. Her physical and mental exhaustion are
evident as she tries to regain composure, but the lingering effects of her actions leave
her feeling hollow and conflicted about her choices and their repercussions.

Yrene’s sense of guilt intensifies as she prepares to return the princess Hasar’s
belongings, feeling the weight of her betrayal and the need for atonement. Her trust in
Chaol is a pivotal moment, as she chooses to confide in him despite her internal
conflict. Her decision to share the truth reflects her desire for honesty and redemption,
even as she fears the judgment of others in the palace. Her internal dialogue reveals
her struggle to reconcile her professional responsibilities with her personal feelings,
especially after her impulsive behavior with Chaol and the complications it has
introduced into her life.

The scene shifts to a moment of shock and vulnerability when Yrene enters Chaol’s
suite and unexpectedly finds him sleeping, facedown beside Nesryn. Her reaction is
one of silent surprise and awkwardness, highlighting the emotional tension between
them. Chaol’s immediate awakening and the look in his eyes suggest unspoken
feelings or regret, yet Yrene chooses to leave the room quietly, sensing the complexity
of their situation. The setting’s peaceful garden contrasts with the tumult of her
emotions, emphasizing her attempt to maintain distance and composure amidst her
internal turmoil.



In the final part, Yrene struggles with her feelings of inadequacy and the desire to
maintain professionalism. She isolates herself behind a desk, trying to focus on her
work and the preparations she has made, including healing remedies and ancient
texts. Her thoughts reveal a longing to support others, especially a child and Hasar,
through her healing skills, while also grappling with her own emotional vulnerability.
Her quiet, tentative offers of assistance illustrate her efforts to find stability and
purpose amid personal chaos, underscoring her dedication to her duties despite her
inner conflicts.


