
Chapter Six

The chapter opens with a thrilling escape as Ansel and Celaena race through the
palace gates on their horses, Kasida and Hisli, leaving the guards in chaos. Ansel’s
bold leadership is evident as she navigates the crowded streets, her red hair a vivid
marker of their flight. The girls break free into the vast Red Desert, pursued by three
mounted guards, their ordinary horses no match for the Asterion steeds. The tension is
palpable as Celaena struggles to keep up, the desert landscape stretching endlessly
before them.

As they gallop across the dunes, Celaena’s frustration with Ansel’s reckless plan boils
over. Ansel, however, remains defiant, urging Celaena to embrace the adventure. The
scene shifts dramatically as the dunes part to reveal the stunning Gulf of Oro, its
turquoise waters and cool breeze offering a fleeting moment of respite. Ansel whoops
with joy, charging toward the beach, and despite her anger, Celaena finds herself
smiling, swept up in the exhilaration of their wild ride.

The pursuit intensifies as the guards close in, forcing Ansel to reveal her audacious
plan: jumping the Desert Cleaver, a massive rock wall split by a narrow fissure.
Celaena is horrified by the risk, but with the guards armed and relentless, she has little
choice but to follow. The narrow canyon passage heightens the danger, with arrows
ricocheting off the walls as they navigate the treacherous path. Ansel’s fearless leap
across the ravine leaves Celaena with no option but to trust her horse and her own
courage.

In the final moments, Celaena confronts the sheer drop of the ravine, her breath
caught in her throat. Ansel’s triumphant cry echoes through the canyon as she lands
safely on the other side, leaving Celaena to face the leap alone. The chapter ends on a
cliffhanger, with Celaena poised at the edge, forced to choose between certain capture
and a potentially fatal jump. The blend of adrenaline, danger, and fleeting joy captures



the essence of their daring escape.


