Chapter Twenty-Seven

In this chapter, Yrene demonstrates her compassionate nature by tending to those in
the slums, healing six individuals with urgent medical needs by sunset. Her actions
reveal her dedication to helping the vulnerable, from a woman with a dangerous lung
growth to children suffering from fever, and a man with a broken leg. Her healing is
discreet but thorough, leaving visible bruises to protect her patients from potential
repercussions. She offers comfort and reassurance, especially to a young girl with
bruises, emphasizing the importance of agency and safety. Yrene’'s selflessness shines
through her willingness to help despite her own exhaustion and hunger, reinforcing her

role as a healer committed to making a difference.

As Yrene departs the slums, her internal conflict surfaces. Her stomach growling and
fatigue weighing on her, she seeks small comforts—food, a pastry, and a moment of
respite—yet her restless energy persists. She is driven by an unquenchable desire to
do more, her mind unsettled by unresolved issues. Her return to the palace is tinged
with frustration and impatience, reflecting her internal struggle between her
responsibilities and her need for personal resolution. This chapter explores her
complex emotional state, revealing her vulnerability beneath her strength, and her

ongoing quest for purpose and peace amidst chaos.

Yrene's determination intensifies as she approaches the palace, contemplating
whether her intended confrontation with a certain individual is necessary or could be
postponed. Her thoughts are conflicted—she recognizes the importance of addressing
her frustrations directly but also considers the possibility that delaying might be
better. Her mood is tinged with anger and disappointment, particularly regarding her
recent interactions with Nesryn and her feelings of being dismissed or misunderstood.
The narrative underscores her resilience and her refusal to back down, highlighting her

willingness to confront challenges head-on, even when she feels drained or uncertain



about her next move.

In the final moments, Yrene’'s instincts alert her to danger as she senses someone
following her in the dark corridors. Despite her lack of weapons or defenses, a
mysterious voice, seemingly in her mind, urges her to run. Her urgency escalates as
she recognizes the threat and pushes herself to move faster, driven by instinct and an
inner voice that feels both familiar and reassuring. Her desperate dash toward the door
of her loved one’s suite culminates in a tense, adrenaline-fueled struggle, emphasizing

her bravery and resalveto facédanger. This chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving her

fate uncertain and heighténing tffe suspulﬂa.ma ryer



