
Chapter Six

The chapter opens with a daring and chaotic escape as Ansel and Celaena burst
through the palace gates on horseback, pursued by guards. The guards are caught off
guard by the suddenness of the escape, with Ansel leading the charge through the
crowded city streets and into the vast Red Desert. Ansel’s boldness and quick thinking
are evident as she pushes her horse to the limit, determined to evade capture and
reach safety. The sense of urgency and adrenaline underscores the perilous situation,
highlighting the danger posed by the guards and the risk inherent in their reckless
flight across unfamiliar terrain.

As the fugitives traverse the shifting dunes, Celaena observes the relentless pursuit of
the guards on ordinary horses, contrasting sharply with Ansel’s swift, fiery mare. The
landscape opens up to reveal the turquoise waters of the Gulf of Oro, offering a
moment of fleeting relief and joy amid the chaos. Ansel’s decision to take a shortcut
through the dunes signifies her daring nature, as she aims to cut off the guards’ chase
by heading directly toward the Desert Cleaver—a massive, fissured rock formation that
serves as a natural barrier. The tension escalates as Celaena grapples with the
reckless choices being made and the immediate danger of the approaching guards.

The narrative intensifies as Ansel and Celaena approach the formidable Red Desert
wall, with Ansel proposing a risky plan to jump through a narrow opening in the rock
formation. Celaena’s concern and skepticism reflect her cautious nature, especially
given the perilous terrain and the armed guards in pursuit. Ansel’s confidence and
willingness to risk everything demonstrate her adventurous spirit, even as Celaena
considers the consequences of their daring escape. The chapter emphasizes the
importance of quick decision-making and trust in moments of crisis, as they prepare to
navigate the treacherous passage through the canyon.



In the final moments, the characters face a perilous leap across a ravine, with Ansel
leading her horse over the edge with joy and daring. Celaena’s hesitation and strategic
considerations highlight her practicality, but she ultimately follows Ansel into the
unknown, risking a dangerous fall. The chapter ends with a sense of exhilaration mixed
with danger, as the characters rely on their skills and courage to escape the relentless
pursuit. The vivid descriptions of the landscape and the intense action create a
compelling depiction of their desperate flight through the desert, emphasizing themes
of bravery, risk, and resilience.


