Chapter Four

In Chapter Four, Celaena grapples with her training and her desire to prove herself to
the Master. Despite her efforts to push herself further by running longer each day, she
remains frustrated by her inability to attract his attention. Her limited free time is
spent participating in drills with Ansel and observing the Silent Assassins, a group
distinguished by their stealth and collective wisdom. Unlike the ruthless environment
Arobynn fosters—where betrayal, brutality, and constant vigilance are
rewarded—these assassins operate within a more collaborative and secretive culture.
Celaena recognizes that gaining the Master’s favor hinges on demonstrating her

discipline and skill in these practices.

The chapter details the unique training methods of the Silent Assassins, emphasizing
their quiet movement and collective learning. Celaena witnesses seasoned warriors
and apprentices exchanging techniques and wisdom, often in silence, which intrigues
her. Many of these assassins are mute from birth, yet they possess a depth of secrets
and purpose that hints at a deeper, shared goal. Celaena perceives their environment
as a place where silence and collective knowledge serve as powerful tools, contrasting
sharply with her own experience of cutthroat competition and emotional suppression

under Arobynn’s rule.

A critical event occurs during a night attack orchestrated by Lord Berick’s soldiers.
Celaena, alongside Ansel and other assassins, prepares to defend the fortress using a
strategic fire attack. They aim to intimidate rather than kill, employing flaming arrows
to create a barrier of fire around the fortress. Celaena’s role in the plan involves firing
a flaming arrow into the oil-soaked line, intending to produce a long-lasting wall of fire.
The scene underscores her resolve to prove her worth and her willingness to take
risks, even risking injury, to demonstrate her competence and earn recognition from

the Master.



The chapter concludes with the successful execution of the fire attack, as flames erupt
around the fortress, causing chaos among Lord Berick’s men. Celaena and Ansel
narrowly escape injury amid the chaos, with the roar of fire masking the enemy’s
retreat. This act of defiance and strategic brilliance signifies her growing confidence
and her ability to adapt under pressure. The scene highlights her determination to
succeed, her understanding of the importance of subtlety and timing, and her ongoing
quest to earn her place within the assassin’s world, all while navigating the complex

dynamics of loyalty, secrecy, and personal ambition.
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