Chapter Seven

In this chapter, Chaol navigates a tense political landscape, demonstrating his concern
for his homeland amid personal and diplomatic challenges. He secretly requests Kadja
to gather intelligence on the attack on Rifthold, emphasizing his desire to stay
informed despite the risks involved. His cautious approach reveals his awareness of
the delicate balance of power and the importance of covert information in times of
crisis. Chaol’s actions highlight his sense of responsibility and urgency to protect his

city, even as he operates within a complex web of palace intrigue and hidden agendas.

Chaol’s covert meeting with Prince Arghun underscores the political tensions and the
difficulty of obtaining truthful intelligence. The prince’s dismissive attitude and refusal
to reveal any useful information about the attack reflect the dangerous game of
diplomacy and deception at play. Despite Chaol’s insistence on the suffering of his
people, Arghun remains aloof, hinting at broader geopolitical undercurrents. The
encounter is marked by a tense stare-down, symbolizing the conflicting interests and
mistrust that define their interaction. Chaol’s awareness of the lies and secrets

circulating in the court deepens his sense of frustration and helplessness.

Meanwhile, Chaol’s concern for Nesryn’s safety grows as she remains absent without
explanation. Her prolonged silence fuels his anxiety, and he struggles to maintain
composure amid the uncertainty. Kadja’'s return with no new information about the
attack only intensifies his worry, revealing the slow progress of intelligence gathering
and the limitations of their efforts. The chapter emphasizes the emotional toll of
leadership during times of crisis, where even small delays or lack of nhews can cause
significant distress. Chaol’s internal conflict underscores his sense of responsibility and

the weight of his decisions.

Overall, this chapter paints a vivid picture of political machinations, the personal toll of

leadership, and the complex web of secrets that influence the characters’ lives.



Chaol’s cautious diplomacy, combined with his concern for his homeland and loved
ones, highlights the overarching themes of loyalty, trust, and the struggle for truth.
The chapter ends on a note of unresolved tension, leaving the reader eager to discover
what new developments will emerge from the ongoing conflicts and hidden agendas

surrounding Rifthold’s fate.
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