Chapter Nine

Yrene finds solace in the sacred Womb beneath the Torre, a cavernous chamber filled
with hot springs and the echoing chimes of countless bells left by generations of
healers. The space, adorned with carved owls and flickering candles, exudes
tranquility and tradition. As she immerses herself in the warm waters, she reflects on
the ritual of acolytes bringing bells to honor Silba, the goddess of healing, whose
presence feels palpable in the darkness above. The harmonious blend of ringing bells
and trickling water creates a meditative atmosphere, grounding Yrene in the

sacredness of her calling.

Amid the steam and darkness, Yrene contemplates the daunting task of healing Lord
Westfall, whose injury is tainted by a malevolent, otherworldly force. The memory of
her magic recoiling from his wound unsettles her, as it represents the antithesis of her
healing abilities. The Womb’s serene environment contrasts sharply with the turmoil
inside her, as she grapples with the ethical dilemma of aiding a man from Adarlan
while her own people suffer. The darkness above seems to whisper encouragement,

urging her to confront the challenge despite her fears.

Yrene resolves to research the library for insights into magical injuries, though she
doubts conventional healing alone can mend Lord Westfall’s affliction. The chapter
delves into her internal conflict, torn between her duty as a healer and her distrust of
Adarlan’s legacy. The Womb’s mystical ambiance amplifies her introspection, as the
darkness and bells seem to communicate with her, pushing her toward a deeper
understanding of her role. The line between the sacred space and her own thoughts

blurs, suggesting a spiritual guidance at work.

Ultimately, the chapter captures Yrene’s pivotal moment of hesitation and resolve. The
Womb’s ancient energy mirrors her journey—immersed in warmth yet surrounded by

unknown depths. The final lines hint at an impending leap of faith, as the darkness



challenges her to face what she fears most. The chapter masterfully intertwines
physical setting with emotional and spiritual stakes, setting the stage for Yrene’s

transformative decision.
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