
Chapter Thirty-One

In this chapter, the narrative centers around a tense exchange about the existence
and peril of the stygian spiders, creatures long thought to be mythical. Nesryn
expresses skepticism about their reality, emphasizing the rarity of spidersilk, which is
highly sought after. Falkan, however, reveals that he has personally bartered with the
spiders’ kin in the northern continent and obtained a significant amount of
spidersilk—an iridescent fabric that signifies his direct dealings with these dangerous
creatures. His possession of such material underscores the dangerous bargains and
sacrifices made in pursuit of power or youth, setting a tone of ominous intrigue.

Falkan’s backstory reveals a tragic cost for his pursuit of youth; he traded twenty years
of his life to the spiders for their silk, which he now possesses. Despite appearing
relatively young, he is physically aged beyond his years, embodying the toll of his
bargain. His desire to reclaim lost time drives him to seek out the spiders’ lair,
believing that slaying a particular monstrous spider, the kharankui, could restore his
youth. This obsession highlights themes of desperation and the perilous pursuit of
eternal youth, hinting at deeper consequences for such reckless ambitions.

The chapter also explores the conflict between the natural world and human
interference, as the kharankui are blamed for preying upon their eggs and disrupting
the ecosystem. Houlun, the hearth-mother, explains that these spiders have begun
encroaching on the land, choking the forests and threatening the local inhabitants. The
suspicion is that their increased activity is linked to the presence of the merchant
Falkan and the disruption caused by their northern kin. This connection suggests a
complex web of cause and effect, emphasizing the fragile balance between nature and
human greed, and the potential for escalation if the threat is ignored.

Ultimately, the chapter underscores a cautious approach to dealing with the kharankui
and the broader implications of their threat. The characters decide to gather



intelligence and monitor the nests without provoking the spiders, aware that
unprovoked attacks could lead to catastrophe. Houlun hints that a larger awakening is
underway, referencing the awakening of Erawan, the divine or mythic force associated
with chaos and destruction. The chapter closes with a sense of foreboding, as the
characters prepare for the challenges ahead, aware that they are on the brink of a
significant and possibly catastrophic confrontation.


