
CHAPTER XIV -The circus boys in dixie

Land

In Chapter XIV of "The Circus Boys In Dixie Land," titled "A Dash for Freedom," Phil
continues to impress as a star rider, earning applause for his performances but
remains closely guarded by Sully, the showman, who suspects Phil may attempt to
escape. Despite the tight surveillance, Phil, aware of being closely watched, cleverly
manages to keep his earnings secure by carrying them in a bag around his neck,
anticipating no immediate opportunity to escape.

Phil challenges Sully's conditions for better sleeping arrangements by refusing to make
a promise not to escape, accepting the uncomfortable confines of a linen closet over
compromising his integrity. He cleverly negotiates his performances, ensuring he
receives payment in advance, highlighting his shrewdness and resilience despite his
challenging circumstances.

As days pass, Phil's hope for freedom hinges on Sully's increasing carelessness. An
opportunity finally presents itself when Sully, confident in his control, reduces his
vigilance during Phil's performance. Phil meticulously plans his escape, deciding to
complete his performance as a show of integrity before attempting to flee, determined
to succeed on his own terms without breaking his word or seeking outside help.

The climax of Phil's escape plan unfolds during a night performance. With the circus
audience unsuspectingly witnessing, Phil enacts his bold escape during his act. Using
the element of surprise and his adept riding skills, he veers off the expected path,
commanding his horse towards an unguarded tent entrance. Despite Sully's
commands to stop him and the chaos that ensues among circus staff and attendees,
Phil's decisive actions and the horse's swift pace thwart any attempts to halt his dash



for freedom.

This chapter vividly portrays Phil's determined spirit and resourcefulness in the face of
captivity and control, setting the stage for his daring escape from Sully's grasp, leaving
both the circus folk and audience in bewildered amazement as he seizes his moment
of liberation.


