Chapter 25

In Chapter 25, the protagonist learns that Tamlin has been called away to address a
threatening blight spreading from neighboring courts, indicating escalating danger for
their own realm. Tamlin’s departure, though brief, leaves her unsettled, especially
after Lucien reassures her of Tamlin’'s safety with an emphasis that fuels her anxiety.
Despite the ominous news, the chapter shifts focus to the upcoming Summer Solstice
celebration, which has taken on a more significant and spirited nature due to recent
events. The festive atmosphere contrasts starkly with the underlying tension,

highlighting the complex interplay between joy and foreboding in their world.

The protagonist observes the preparations for the solstice, noting the decorations, the
fires, and the communal activities that mark the occasion. She reflects on how this
celebration, once held at the Summer Court, now occurs elsewhere due to the
changing political landscape. The day’s events evoke a mixture of curiosity and
longing, as she contemplates her family’s possible beliefs about her whereabouts and
the nature of her stay. Her thoughts reveal a sense of disconnect from her previous
life, emphasizing her sense of being caught between worlds—human and fae—and the

uncertainty of her future.

As Tamlin returns, he appears unscathed, which relieves her immediate worries. She is
dressed for the celebration in a flowing gown and a floral crown, symbolizing her
tentative acceptance of her new life and her emerging sense of femininity. Tamlin’s
gentle words and the shared moment of connection deepen her feelings for him, even
as she struggles to hide her emotional response. Lucien’s witty banter adds levity to
the scene, underscoring the camaraderie among them and the deceptive normalcy of
the festivities. The chapter captures her internal conflict—her desire for safety and

normalcy amid the dangerous political backdrop.



The festivities unfold on a plateau filled with music, dancing, and abundant food,
creating a scene of openness and celebration. The protagonist observes the gathering
of faeries, marveling at their beauty and the diversity of their appearances, which are
revealed without the usual glamour. The atmosphere is lively and joyous, a stark
contrast to the threatening blight looming outside. As she eats and observes the
festivities, she finds solace in the sensory details—the lanterns, ribbons, and the
vibrant dances—while contemplating her next artistic pursuits. The chapter ends with

her moment of peaceful solitude, immersed in the sights and sounds of the
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