CHAPTER XX -The circus boys in dixie
Land

The twentieth chapter of "The Circus Boys in Dixie Land" narrates a comedic and
slightly harrowing adventure involving Teddy Tucker and the show's Fat Lady, Marie.
After a storm disrupts the circus's schedule, forcing them to skip a location and head
straight to St. Charles, Louisiana, the troupe, during a brief stop due to a washout,
takes the opportunity to wander near the tracks. Marie, intrigued by flowers, finds
herself in peril on a steep railway embankment, sliding towards a swollen stream. Her

cries for help bring Teddy to her rescue in a rush of daring and comical efforts.

Despite Teddy's attempts to assist, both he and Marie end up sliding down the bank,

culminating in a splashdown in the muddy stream below. The situation escalates from
bad to worse as they try to climb back up, only to tumble down again. Meanwhile, the
circus train departs without them. Stranded and soaked, they face the realization that
they'll have to walk to the next stand, a journey that seems insurmountable to the Fat

Lady.

Their trials are filled with slapstick mishaps, illustrating the strong yet comical dynamic
between the young circus boy and the Fat Lady. Teddy's efforts to help Marie, despite
their continual failures, show his resilience and determination. The narration is rich
with humor, as their predicaments are met with laughter and jeers from their peers
and themselves. Amidst the mud, water, and cinders, there's a deep-seated
camaraderie and a shared goal of making it back to the circus, prompting them to

push forward against the odds.

Ultimately, their rescue comes in the form of Phil and a handcar, signifying a turn in

their fortunes. However, the repercussions of their adventure await as they are



summoned to Mr. Sparling's office upon their return. The chapter closes on a note of
disciplinary actions, highlighting the importance of rules within the circus life, but also

hinting at the forgiving nature of their circus family.

Their misadventure by the railroad is not just a reflection of physical comedy but
underlines the themes of teamwork, resilience, and the unique hardships of circus life.
Teddy and Marie's ordeal, while filled with humor and mishaps, showcases the spirit of
the Sparling Circus and the bonds that tie its members together, no matter the

challenges they face.
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