Chapter 13

In Chapter 13 of *A Court of Thorns and Roses*, Tamlin demonstrates his formidable
magical abilities by illuminating a hundred candles effortlessly, contrasting with
Lucien’s earlier claims about the blight draining magic. The protagonist, Feyre, enters
Tamlin’s opulent study, overwhelmed by its grandeur and the silent power it
represents. Despite her awe, her thoughts quickly turn to her family—she feels
compelled to warn them about the spreading sickness in Prythian, though she
struggles with her limited literacy and the humiliation of asking for help. This internal
conflict sets the stage for her determination to write the letter herself, despite the

challenges.

Feyre’s lack of education becomes a central focus as she grapples with her inability to
read and write proficiently. Her past neglect by her family and the societal shame
attached to her illiteracy weigh heavily on her. She resolves to teach herself, refusing
to rely on Tamlin or Lucien, fearing their judgment and potential interference. The
chapter highlights her resilience and pride, as well as the underlying tension between
her human origins and the faerie world’s expectations. Her isolation in the study

underscores her determination to overcome these barriers independently.

The narrative shifts as Feyre discovers a vast mural in the study, depicting the
mythological creation of Prythian by a mystical cauldron. The mural’s intricate details
reveal the faeries’ ancient dominance over the world and their disdain for humans,
portrayed as insignificant in their grand design. Feyre’s reaction to the mural is a mix
of awe and discomfort, as it reinforces the historical oppression of humans by the
faeries. The artwork serves as a stark reminder of the power imbalance and the

lingering animosity between the two races, deepening Feyre’s sense of alienation.

The chapter concludes with Feyre reflecting on the mural’s depiction of the human-

faerie war, where humans were brutally defeated and their lands reduced to



nothingness. This visual history intensifies her awareness of the fragile coexistence
between the species and the latent threats posed by the faeries. The mural’s omission
of human significance mirrors her own feelings of insignificance in Tamlin’s world. Yet,
her determination to communicate with her family persists, symbolizing her struggle to

assert her agency amidst the overwhelming forces surrounding her.
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