CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

In Chapter Twenty-One of "Fourth Wing," the narrative begins with Mira receiving
guidance about her ability to channel dragon powers. She is advised not to panic or
push herself prematurely, as the connection will develop naturally once she is truly
ready. This scene underscores the importance of patience and trust in the process of
mastering her abilities, highlighting the emotional and mental challenges she faces as
she navigates her training. The chapter emphasizes the unpredictability of such
powers and the necessity of readiness, setting a tone of cautious optimism and self-

awareness for Mira’s journey.

The scene shifts to a typical morning at the Archives, where Mira and Liam walk
together, engaging in light banter and subtle flirtation. Liam, who has fixed the
squeaking cart, proves to be a helpful and unexpectedly kind presence, contrasting
with Mira’s initial skepticism about his intentions. Their interaction reveals underlying
tensions, especially regarding the hostility Mira perceives from others, particularly
towards marked ones like Liam. Mira’s introspection about her feelings toward Xaden
and her judgments about Liam’s familiarity with him deepen her internal conflict,
illustrating her struggle to reconcile her perceptions with her emerging understanding

of her surroundings and relationships.

As they settle into their routine at the Archives, Mira notices the unfriendliness of some
staff, especially Pierson, whose hostility seems rooted in the societal divisions and
prejudices prevalent in their world. Mira's curiosity about Liam’s connection to Xaden
and his past fosters a sense of intrigue, especially when Liam reveals he was fostered
after the rebellion, the Tyrrish term for the apostasy. This revelation adds complexity
to Liam’s character, hinting at a shared history and the lingering scars of political

upheaval, which influence the social dynamics and personal histories of the characters.



Throughout their interactions, there is an undercurrent of tension between personal
ambitions and the harsh realities of their environment. Mira’s pride in her
swordsmanship and her doubts about her potential as a scribe reflect her internal
conflict about her future. Meanwhile, Liam’s candidness about his desire simply to stay
alive emphasizes the perilous nature of their world. Their conversations reveal layers
of loyalty, past trauma, and the importance of understanding one another beneath
societal prejudices, setting the stage for further development in their personal

journeys and the overarching conflict.
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