Chapter 23

The chapter opens with a reflection on a pivotal moment from the past: the
protagonist’s confrontation with a faerie amidst a winter landscape, marked by intense
hatred and violence. The setting is a family estate, which, despite the passing seasons,
retains a stark, cold beauty that echoes the somber tone of the narrative. The
narrative underscores the toll that a harrowing three months under the control of
Amarantha has taken on the protagonist, emphasizing the deep scars—both physical
and emotional—that such an ordeal inflicts. This reflection sets the stage for
understanding the character's complex internal landscape and the lasting impact of

her traumatic experiences.

As she approaches her family’s home, the protagonist chooses to face them alone,
wary of how her altered appearance and the recent trauma might be perceived.
Disguised with a hood and cloaked in secrecy, she is aware of the subtle, perceptive
cues that reveal her true nature to the household staff. When the door opens, her
identity is almost instantly recognized, and the atmosphere thickens with unspoken
understanding. Her encounter with her sister Elain is emotionally charged, filled with
silent tears and unspoken pain, revealing the depth of their bond and the grief that
lingers beneath their surface. The scene captures the tension between her desire for

connection and the barriers imposed by her changed form and circumstances.

The house itself reflects a fragile, almost untouched beauty, contrasting with the
protagonist’s internal turmoil. She feels like an intruder—a wolf among the delicate,
mortal life her family leads—highlighting her sense of alienation and the dangerous
power she now embodies. Her presence feels disruptive, as if her very existence
threatens the fragile peace of her family’s world. This internal conflict underscores her
awareness of her transformation and the potential consequences of her return, hinting

at the broader themes of identity, power, and the cost of survival.



In the final section, the protagonist directly addresses her sisters, seeking their
understanding and trust. She reveals her true nature—her death and rebirth—sharing
her harrowing journey through Under the Mountain and her dealings with Amarantha.
Her narrative is marked by a mixture of vulnerability and strength, as she struggles to
convey the depth of her experience without overwhelming them. The chapter
concludes with her determined effort to communicate her story, emphasizing the
importance of their support and understanding amid the ongoing threats they face

together. This moment solidifies her resolve and underscores the emotional stakes of

her return to her fam‘ily- | | u m ma ryer



