Chapter 72

Chapter 72 finds Patch struggling with exhaustion as he continues cleaning the gallery
well into the night. His body aches, and he is visibly drained, yet a strong compulsion
drives him to scrub the gallery floor. As he kneels down, his fatigue intensifies, but he
perseveres, determined to finish the task at hand. Amidst the cleaning, Patch’s
attention is drawn to a large book on a glass table, where he comes across an image of
a woman resembling Ophelia from Shakespeare’s Hamlet. The image is hauntingly
beautiful, combining elements of nature and grief, and it seems to speak to Patch’s

own internal struggles.

In the midst of his contemplation, Sammy bursts into the room, sharply dressed in
brogues and a necktie that seems out of place in the setting. His presence exudes a
combination of charm and menace, instantly altering the atmosphere in the room.
Sammy'’s teasing question about Patch’s lack of knowledge about Hamlet causes Patch
to fall silent, adding an uncomfortable tension between the two. Just as the
conversation seems to be building, a woman enters, visibly flushed and clutching a
handbag, signaling the end of their exchange. As she prepares to leave, Sammy’s
jovial demeanor fades, and he turns his attention to Patch with an accusation that

changes the mood entirely.

Once the woman has left, Sammy’s tone shifts dramatically, accusing Patch of trying
to steal from him. Patch quickly denies the claim, protesting that he has taken nothing,
but Sammy’s words sting with an underlying threat. Sammy speaks of a code of honor,
insinuating that Patch should understand the principles of loyalty and trust, especially
when those around him may be viewed as thieves. The tension grows as Sammy
reveals he believes Patch took a ream of paper, and that someone in the community
has labeled him a pirate. Patch, infuriated by the accusation, adamantly denies it, but

the situation takes a somber turn as Sammy warns Patch that he will have to inform



the authorities, increasing the dread that Patch feels in his stomach. The weight of the

potential consequences begins to sink in.

With the confrontation hanging in the air, Patch is left to grapple with the growing
tension. As Sammy dismisses him, Patch stands at the threshold, his mind clouded by
the emotional turmoil and the threat of his reputation being tarnished. However, in an
act of defiance, Patch reveals the sketches he has made of Grace, throwing the heavy
paper at Sammy in a symbolic gesture of rebellion. As the sketches land on the floor,
Patch experiences amoment of-sarrow, realizing that his memories have been tainted,
just like the paper now, scattéred on thel_&mmamyﬁrﬁbolic release of his pain is
also an admission of his strugglei with the harsh realities of his life and the turmoil
within him. The chapter ends with Patch leaving, facing the consequences of his
actions but also symbolizing a moment of change as he moves toward whatever lies

ahead.

The emotional complexity of this chapter is evident as Patch faces multiple internal
and external challenges. His sense of guilt, anger, and defiance come into sharp
contrast, revealing the turmoil he feels as he continues to search for answers in his
life. Patch's journey is marked by the tension between innocence and the harsh
realities of survival, a theme that runs throughout the story. The weight of his past,
symbolized by his sketches and his interactions with Sammy, hangs heavily over him,
creating a sense of unease and anticipation for what is to come. As Patch moves
forward, he must confront the consequences of his actions, knowing that each step

forward comes with its own set of challenges and revelations.



