
The Cask of Amontillado

The story begins with the narrator recounting the injuries suffered at the hands of
Fortunato, which culminated in an insult that the narrator could not forgive. Seeking
revenge without wanting to expose himself to retribution, the narrator craftily plans to
exploit Fortunato's pride in his wine connoisseurship. One evening during the carnival
season, the narrator finds a heavily inebriated Fortunato and entices him with a claim
of having acquired a cask of rare Amontillado. Despite Fortunato's apparent
reservations due to his condition, he agrees to accompany the narrator to his palazzo
and then to the vaults below to authenticate the wine. The narrator capitalizes on
Fortunato's drunken state and his eagerness to prove his expertise over a rival,
Luchesi.

As they descend into the damp catacombs of the Montresors, the narrator maintains a
façade of concern for Fortunato's cough, which is exacerbated by the nitre-laden air,
but Fortunato insists on continuing, spurred by the promise of the Amontillado. The
deeper they venture, the more grotesque the surroundings become, lined with bones
and leading further into the dark recesses of the catacombs.

The climax of the plot is revealed as they reach a remote crypt, where the narrator
quickly chains Fortunato to a wall and begins to wall him in. Initially, Fortunato is too
stunned to resist, and as the reality of his fate becomes clear, his drunken stupor gives
way to sober terror. The narrator methodically lays brick after brick, sealing Fortunato
behind a newly constructed wall. Fortunato's desperate screams and pleas turn to
muffled sounds as the wall rises. Once the deed is completed, the narrator leaves
Fortunato to a slow death in the niche of the crypt, a victim of a meticulously planned
revenge.

The tale of "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allan Poe is a chilling narrative of
calculated retribution, exploiting human weaknesses such as pride, greed, and folly.



Through the sinister labyrinth of the Montresor vaults to the chilling conclusion, Poe
crafts a compelling story of vengeance and the dark depths of the human psyche.


