Chapter li

Chapter Il opens with Addie LaRue experiencing an unfamiliar sensation as she eagerly
anticipates meeting Henry, something she has not had to contend with in centuries. As
the minutes tick by, each one seems to stretch on endlessly, amplifying her growing
sense of impatience. Addie, typically someone for whom time has little meaning, finds
herself at a rare crossroads of feeling both the weight and the excitement of waiting
for someone—a feeling that stands in stark contrast to her usual existence, where she
is unmoored from time’s passing. She’s currently staying in the home of a children’s
book author in Prospect Park, where she attempts, and fails, to distract herself from

the emotions she is experiencing.

Unable to sleep and restless, Addie takes on several activities in an attempt to fill the
hours. She experiments with her appearance, changing her hairstyle, applying
makeup, and wandering through Brooklyn’s boutiques, hoping these distractions will
ease her growing nervousness. For Addie, the experience of eagerly awaiting
something is a new one, marking a stark departure from the solitude and aimlessness
that has characterized her long existence. Her connection with Henry, however brief it
may be, evokes a feeling of anticipation she hasn’t felt before, highlighting how much
her life has changed since meeting him, and the emotional depths that were

previously unexplored in her otherwise detached immortal life.

As the time to meet Henry draws nearer, the anxiety in Addie becomes palpable. When
she arrives at the bookstore, her heart sinks as she faces Beatrice, who seems to play
a significant role in Henry'’s life, adding to Addie’s sense of unease. This moment of
awkwardness is amplified by Addie’s fear of being an outsider in Henry’s world, raising
questions about where she fits in. The tension in their exchange is real, but when
Henry finally appears, his warmth and continued connection with Addie help dissipate

her fears, temporarily calming the storm inside her.



The chapter takes on a lighter tone as Henry, Beatrice, and Addie engage in friendly
conversation about art, relationships, and their respective views on life. This exchange
shows a different, more playful side of Addie, a welcome change from the solitary,
stoic figure she had become accustomed to. The banter helps Addie feel a bit more at
ease with Henry and with herself, offering a glimpse of the life she could potentially
build with him. It shows her opening up, allowing herself to embrace the warmth of
companionship in a way that’s been foreign to her for so long due to the curse of being

forgotten.

Their evening takes an unexpected turrlmamar)yﬁﬁs Addie to a laundromat that

conceals a hidden pinbatt-arcade—a quirky and playful venue that offers a surprising
sense of adventure and spontaneity. This detour marks a memorable moment of
shared joy, as they indulge in the simplicity of a pinball game, laughing and enjoying
each other’s company. In this light-hearted competition, Addie experiences something
she hasn’t in centuries: the joy of a shared, fun experience that’s both present and
tangible. The night becomes a reminder to Addie that, despite the deep and
complicated curse that has shaped her existence, there is still room for moments of
connection, joy, and hope. These seemingly small, fleeting moments show Addie that a
life full of companionship and love may still be possible for her, even if it's just for this

one night.

As the evening winds down, Addie’s heart holds a faint spark of hope—something she
has almost forgotten she was capable of feeling. For the first time in centuries, she
envisions a future where connection with others is not only possible but tangible, a
notion that fills her with a renewed sense of possibility. As the night continues, Addie is
forced to confront the inherent loneliness of her existence, but there’s an undeniable
shift in her perspective. For a brief moment, it seems as if she might finally be able to
carve out a place for herself in the world, against the odds of her eternal solitude. This
chapter marks a turning point for Addie, as she begins to realize that perhaps, just

maybe, she can still find the human connections she craves, even if they are fleeting.



