
THE DOUBLE ALIBI

In the remote, pastoral loneliness of Glen Aline, nestled within Western Galloway's
stark moorlands, stretches a landscape mostly untouched by tourists or anglers, due to
its lack of accommodation and uninspiring fishing prospects. This desolate yet subtly
captivating scenery drew the narrator, seeking solitude from society and work on a
peculiar writing project titled "A History of the Unexplained." Lodged at a shepherd's
house, the narrator revels in the simplicity and solitude, punctuated occasionally by
solitary angling expeditions to nearby water bodies like Loch Nan, despite the
mediocre promise of capturing any large trout.

One misty morning, an unexpected figure is spotted angling on Loch Nan, an
occurrence as rare as it is intriguing due to the loch's usual desolation. After a
mysterious disappearance of this lone angler amidst a sudden mist, and subsequent
odd encounters where the figure seemed to vaporize into thin air, the narrator's
curiosity escalates into an obsession, driven in part by a vague sense of recognition.
The lone angler, a figure that moved with a familiar stoop and donned a clerical hat,
evokes a haunting familiarity yet eludes direct contact, always vanishing when
approached.

On a final angling trip after a period of feverish weather dampened by work, the
narrator's paths cross with the angler's in a dire circumstance, leading to a life-saving
extraction from the treacherous peat bogs of Loch Nan. The mysterious angler,
revealed as Percy Allen, a former acquaintance from college days entangled in a
regrettable scandal, offers a poignant twist to the narrative. Allen's subsequent unjust
fall from grace, based on a bewildering appearance at an auction room which he did
not physically attend, unfolds as a tragic tale of slander, innocence, and the often
inexplicable nature of human experience.



Hidden within an old secret whiskey still, Allen's makeshift home unveils a man who,
despite his erudition and past enthusiasm for rare books, sought refuge in isolation, a
fugitive not from justice but from the misjudgments of society. As the story unfolds,
the layers of Allen's misadventure in the realm of the unexplained become evident,
revealing a man caught in a web of coincidental alibis and psychic phenomena
unbeknownst to the logical world.

The convalescence and meager recovery of Allen in the shepherd's care, juxtaposed
with reflections on the fickleness of human perception and testimony, culminates in a
narrative that not only explores the mysteries of the Scottish moors but delves into the
deeper uncharted territories of human conscience and consciousness. "The Double
Alibi" stands as a testament to the enigmatic interplay between the physical realm and
the landscapes of the mind, where truths are sometimes stranger than fiction, and the
line between the explained and unexplained blurs into oblivion.


