
II -The memoir of Fleeming Jenkin

The highlighted chapter from the "Memoir of Fleeming Jenkin" explores various facets
of Fleeming's life, particularly focusing on his engagement with the rural lifestyle, his
deep appreciation for dramatic arts, and his enthusiastic involvement in amateur
theatre. Fleeming's affection for the countryside is evident in his interactions with the
local populace, where he displayed a notable respect for their customs and
sensibilities. This connection to rural life provided him a refreshing escape from his
routine, allowing him to immerse in a different way of living that he found both
entertaining and enriching.

A prominent theme in this chapter is Fleeming's profound love for the theatre, both as
a spectator and participant. His knowledge and passion for dramatic literature were
vast, as he was adept at analyzing plays with a professional eye and enjoying them
with genuine emotion. Fleeming's critique of performances and his own creative
endeavors in writing and acting were guided by a keen understanding of dramatic
construction and a mimetic instinct to embody characters convincingly. His
engagement with theatre was not just a pastime but an integral part of his intellectual
and emotional life.

The chapter further delves into Fleeming’s collaborative efforts in promoting theatre
within his social circle, leading to the creation of a private theatre that became a
central hobby and a source of communal joy. The narrative beautifully illustrates the
dynamic of this amateur theatre group, highlighting the camaraderie and collective
effort invested in staging various productions. Fleeming's meticulousness in preparing
for roles and his critical yet passionate involvement showcase his multifaceted
personality, blending his technical acumen with his artistic sensibilities.

Besides the personal anecdotes and reflections, the chapter encapsulates Fleeming's
ability to balance his professional and leisure pursuits, portraying him as a figure



deeply rooted in his traditions while being adaptable and open to exploring diverse
interests. This description not only celebrates Fleeming's artistic pursuits but also
reflects on the sense of community and shared enthusiasm that theatre brought into
his life and the lives of those around him.


