
CHAPTER XVII - CONFESSIONS

In Chapter XVII of "Agnes Grey" titled "Confessions," the narrative deepens into
Agnes's introspective journey, addressing themes of appearance, self-worth, and the
complexities of human emotions, particularly love and envy. Agnes admits to a
heightened awareness of her appearance, provoking a contemplation on beauty's
value and its superficial judgment by society. Despite the acknowledged folly of
valuing physical beauty over virtue and intellect, Agnes notes the undeniable human
inclination to be drawn towards what pleases the eye, reflecting upon her own
loneliness and the seemingly trivial barriers that obstruct companionship and love.

The chapter juxtaposes Agnes's inner turmoil with the outer world, particularly through
her involvement with the Murray family, highlighting Rosalie’s engagement to Sir
Thomas. Agnes critiques Rosalie's manipulative behavior, her shallow attraction to Sir
Thomas, and her continued efforts to captivate other men, including Mr. Weston,
whom Agnes secretly adores. This situation places Agnes in a painful position, forced
to listen to Rosalie's flirtations and strategic pursuits of Mr. Weston, amplifying her
feelings of invisibility and worthlessness.

As Rosalie's wedding approaches, Agnes's despair intensifies, feeling further isolated
by the Murrays' actions that prevent her from attending church or socializing,
effectively segregating her from any opportunities to see Mr. Weston. The narrative
also briefly touches on Agnes's distanced relationship with the villagers, including
Nancy Brown, hinting at the broader implications of her isolation.

Interestingly, Agnes finds solace in poetry, implying its power to provide comfort and a
voice to her suppressed emotions. This creative outlet serves as a silent rebellion
against her circumstances, allowing her a semblance of freedom and expression.



The chapter ends on a note of melancholy resignation, with Agnes wrestling with the
ethics of her unrequited affections for Mr. Weston, questioning the harm in cherishing
someone from afar. Her emotional turmoil is compounded by the loss of her pet, Snap,
showcasing her profound sense of loss and helplessness, not just in love, but in her
life's circumstances, underscoring the chapter's themes of yearning, loss, and the
search for meaning amidst adversity.


