
VIII. In Which Lazaro Tells of the

Friendship He Struck up in Toledo

with Some Germans and What

Happened to Them

In the eighth chapter of "The Life of Lazarillo of Tormes," Lazaro narrates a period of
his life in Toledo where he enjoyed unparalleled prosperity thanks to his association
with some Germans. He had become a popular figure, carrying a pan full of delicious
fruits indicative of the delicacies he promoted throughout the city. This visibility and
his generosity in sharing the best with his new acquaintances granted him wide-
ranging favor among both locals and foreigners, to such an extent that he believed
any predicament would see him swarmed with support.

Lazaro and his friends reveled in the camaraderie, often entering establishments on
their own accord but leaving in a state of jubilant disarray, courtesy of their
indulgences. Notably, Lazaro never had to spend his own money during these times;
his friends vehemently refused his attempts to contribute financially, insisting that
when together, expenses were communal. This bond extended beyond mere financial
generosity as they often stuffed Lazaro's pockets and his home with copious amounts
of ham, mutton cooked in exquisite wines, spices, beef, and bread. This abundance
assured that Lazaro and his wife were well-provisioned for weeks, a stark contrast to
his past experiences of hunger, for which he was profoundly grateful to God.

However, Lazaro alludes to the transient nature of good fortune by mentioning a
significant change: the court's decision to relocate, a common occurrence that would
disperse the group of friends. As they prepared to depart, these companions



persuaded Lazaro to consider moving with them, marking a poignant moment of
transition in his narrative. This chapter, rich in vivid descriptions and marked by
Lazaro's astute reflections on camaraderie, generosity, and the ephemeral nature of
prosperity, provides a critical insight into the character's evolving fortunes and his
ability to navigate the oscillating landscapes of fortune and misfortune.


