
Chapter 32-The tenant of wildfell hall

Chapter 32–The Tenant of Wildfell Hall begins with Helen reflecting on the quiet
strength and innocence of Esther Hargrave, whose gentle nature has flourished
despite the narrow roles expected of her as a young woman in a rigid society. Helen’s
admiration for Esther is deepened by her own past, colored by disillusionment and
betrayal. She sees in Esther the kind of vulnerability that could be exploited by
marriage made for convenience rather than affection. Her growing affection for the girl
is not only emotional but protective, shaped by a desire to prevent her from making
the same painful mistakes. Esther’s warmth and simplicity stand in stark contrast to
the societal values that reward wealth and appearances over genuine connection.
Helen fears that without guidance, Esther might be drawn into the same trap she once
fell into—mistaking charm or status for lasting character. These thoughts linger as
Helen observes the younger woman's quiet optimism with both tenderness and
unease.

Later in the day, Helen joins Milicent in the garden, where their conversation turns
toward the future of their children and the values they hope to instill in them. Milicent
shares her concern that Esther may be considering a marriage based on material
comfort rather than love, mirroring many unions they have seen unravel around them.
She pleads with Helen to speak candidly with Esther, believing that Helen’s example
and honesty might sway her sister’s thinking. Their dialogue is gentle yet pointed,
filled with unspoken experiences and emotional scars. They talk not only as mothers
but as women who understand the consequences of surrendering their futures to men
unworthy of their trust. Through this exchange, Brontë explores the emotional labor
women often carry—not just for themselves, but for one another. The conversation
underscores a critical theme: that women must rely on each other for moral support
and truth in a world that often silences or dismisses them. Beneath their words lies a



shared understanding that love should be the foundation of marriage, not social
standing.

When Helen returns indoors, she finds herself drawn into a tense conversation with Mr.
Hattersley. Though often dismissed for his rough manners, he surprises Helen with a
rare display of sincerity regarding his wife, Milicent. He claims to care deeply for her,
though his way of expressing affection is entangled in outdated notions of masculine
dominance and emotional ignorance. His comments reveal the contradictions many
men of the era carried—loving their wives but misunderstanding or mistreating them
because society never required them to do otherwise. Helen listens carefully, unsure
whether to believe his professed loyalty or dismiss it as another hollow claim. While his
behavior often borders on abrasive, his words suggest a desire for something more
stable, if not yet fully understood. His reflections offer a subtle critique of how
Victorian men, too, were shaped by social codes that discouraged empathy and
vulnerability.

Following this, Helen engages in a more unsettling interaction with Mr. Hargrave. He
approaches with a manner both careful and suggestive, implying he holds troubling
knowledge that concerns her but hesitates to reveal it outright. Helen immediately
senses the emotional leverage behind his words, reading the warning signs of
manipulation cloaked in sympathy. He presents himself as a confidant, yet his
intentions seem layered, pushing the boundaries of trust without fully crossing them.
The unease that Helen feels is a reflection of Brontë’s deeper commentary on male
entitlement and the subtle power games played under the guise of concern. Helen
remains firm, unwilling to be drawn into any emotional trap. She refuses to trade her
peace of mind for partial truths or the illusion of protection. This interaction highlights
her growing independence and unwillingness to lean on anyone who cannot respect
her boundaries fully.

Throughout the chapter, Helen’s internal dialogue reveals the constant balancing act
required of women who wish to remain morally grounded in a society that pressures
them to conform. She must navigate not only her own emotional wellbeing but also the



future paths of other women in her orbit—Esther, Milicent, and even herself as a
mother. The societal expectations that surround them are rigid and unforgiving, often
rewarding silence over integrity and submission over autonomy. Helen, however,
quietly resists these norms through thoughtful reflection, principled restraint, and her
commitment to truth—even when it isolates her. She does not preach or protest
loudly; instead, she embodies a quiet resistance built on self-awareness and moral
courage. Brontë, through her voice, speaks to the burden of knowing too much and the
pain of being expected to carry it alone.

By the end of the chapter, Helen is left with the weight of unspoken truths and
unresolved tensions. Yet, instead of despair, she leans into her values, determined to
protect the young women around her from being misled. Her emotional clarity offers a
counterpoint to the chaos and moral confusion swirling around her. In doing so, she
affirms her own strength—not as a victim of circumstance, but as someone shaping
her world with intention, insight, and quiet defiance. Brontë’s portrait of Helen in this
chapter illustrates how resistance to social injustice can take root in simple yet
powerful acts of honesty and care.


