
III. "THE POLICY IN FAVOUR OF

PROTECTION"

In a cozy room illuminated by the warmth of a bright fire, a woman engrossed in her
writing is interrupted by a visitor, a young woman consumed by a poignant tale of
unrequited love for a celebrated writer, known to both women. The young woman,
elegantly dressed and visibly distressed, implores the older woman for intervention,
believing her the sole beacon of hope capable of bridging her affections to the man
who remains oblivious to her desire. The narrative unfolds as a deeply moving
exploration of the complexities of love, revealing the younger woman's desperation
and the older woman's contemplation of the profound implications of influencing such
delicate matters.

The older woman, a symbol of strength, wisdom, and empathy, engages in a heartfelt
dialogue that peels back the layers of romanticized love to question its depth, its
endurance, and its compatibility with the raw realities of life together. Her reflections
reveal a seasoned understanding of love's power and pitfalls, challenging the younger
woman to consider the gravity of her feelings and the future they might entail.

As the story progresses, the older woman faces a silent torment of her own, reflected
in the agonizing decision to distance herself from the man at the center of the young
woman's affections—a decision that bears the weight of her unvoiced sacrifices and
untold stories. Through this act of self-denial, she embodies a profound selflessness,
prioritizing the young woman's happiness over her own unspoken desires.

The narrative climaxes with the young woman's return, heartbroken over the news of
the man's marriage to another. In their final exchange, the older woman offers solace,
wisdom, and a perspective that seeks to transcend personal tragedy by finding



purpose in the welfare of others. This enlightened viewpoint, emphasizing generosity,
compassion, and the enduring capacity for growth and healing, closes the chapter on a
note of somber yet dignified resolution.

"Dream Life and Real Life" thus weaves a poignant tapestry of human emotions,
illuminating the depths of despair and the peaks of selfless love. It is a stark
meditation on the intricacies of the human heart, underscored by the timeless truths
that bind us in our shared experience of love, loss, and the indomitable strength of the
female spirit.


