
CHAPTER XX - THE FAREWELL

Chapter XX of "Agnes Grey," titled "The Farewell," marks a poignant juncture in
Agnes's life, embodying themes of loss, hope, and the transient nature of human
connections. Agnes returns to Horton Lodge parting from her previous abode,
reflecting on the labor and cares as a means to endure sorrow, emphasizing the notion
that active engagement provides solace during grief. This chapter intricately portrays
Agnes’s internal battle between holding onto hope and acknowledging the harsh
realities of her circumstances, specifically in the context of her affection for Edward
Weston.

The narrative meticulously illustrates Agnes's contemplation of her family's reduced
circumstances following her father's death. She ponders over the societal lamentation
of their fall from grace, proposing that active work and the ensuing necessity to focus
on immediate tasks might offer a better reprieve than the leisure to mourn. Agnes
highlights her mother's resilience in facing their altered reality, suggesting that the
busyness of setting up a new life is a distraction from their loss.

Upon her return to Horton Lodge, Agnes is confronted with the painful duality of her
existence there—caught between the joys of being in Weston's presence and the
sorrow of her unreciprocated feelings. The narrative delves deep into Agnes’s
introspective analysis of her sentiments towards Weston, juxtaposing her longing for
connection with the stark solitude of her reality.

In a notable encounter with Weston, Agnes grapples with the complexity of their
relationship, underscored by his seemingly mundane inquiries about her future and
her mother's well-being. These interactions, while outwardly trivial, are laden with
unspoken emotion and the profound human desire for understanding and
companionship. Weston's questions stir a mix of hope and despair in Agnes, as she



navigates the delicate balance between holding onto her feelings for him and
preparing for a future apart.

As the chapter culminates, Agnes's reflections veer towards a broader meditation on
happiness, belonging, and the human condition—pondering the possibility of a life
fulfilled despite adversity. Through Agnes’s eyes, the reader is led to question the
fairness of life’s distribution of joy and suffering, and whether hope is a sustainer or a
tormentor in the quest for personal contentment.

This chapter, therefore, stands as a microcosm of Agnes Grey's larger journey,
weaving together the threads of individual resilience, the pursuit of love, and the
relentless march towards an uncertain future. It encapsulates the essence of human
longing for connection and the bitter sweetness of farewells, leaving the reader with a
lingering contemplation of the simplicity and complexity of Agnes's life and
relationships.


