
Scene 4. IV

Scene 4. IV. in Cyrano de Bergerac begins with the cadets expressing their frustrations
about their current situation, encapsulating the mixture of pride and hardship that
defines their lives. Their leader, Carbon, fiercely maintains their independence,
showcasing the autonomy and strong will that characterizes the group. The mood
shifts when De Guiche enters, attempting to assert his authority over the cadets. His
efforts to dominate quickly turn into a verbal duel, with Cyrano’s wit and resolve
countering De Guiche’s aristocratic airs and attempts to belittle the soldiers.

De Guiche’s attempt to criticize the cadets for their disdain towards his aristocratic
manners and his perceived cowardice at the Battle of Bapaume is skillfully deflected
by Cyrano. Cyrano highlights De Guiche’s act of abandoning his white scarf during the
battle, revealing it as a cowardly move disguised as strategic cunning. Cyrano's
bravery is emphasized when he reveals that he had retrieved the discarded scarf,
risking his life to uphold the honor of their army and mocking De Guiche’s attempt to
maintain a façade of leadership. This subtle exchange further exposes the disparity
between Cyrano’s courage and De Guiche’s self-serving actions.

The tension heightens as De Guiche warns the cadets that the camp is vulnerable to
an impending attack due to the absence of a significant portion of their forces. In a
surprising move, he proposes a treacherous strategy involving a spy to mislead the
enemy into attacking a poorly defended position. His willingness to sacrifice the cadets
for the sake of a larger strategy exposes his mixed motivations—driven not just by
military duty but by personal vendettas. Despite his actions, it is clear that De Guiche’s
approach is cold and calculating, with little regard for the lives of the men under his
command.



Cyrano and the cadets respond with fierce resolve, refusing to accept defeat and
instead viewing their desperate situation as an opportunity to showcase their bravery.
The notion of fighting an overwhelming enemy is embraced not as a grim duty but as a
chance to demonstrate their valor. This fearless attitude toward the battle reflects the
deep sense of honor and courage that binds the cadets, their spirits unbroken even in
the face of impending danger. The camaraderie and shared commitment to their cause
strengthen their bond and resolve, fueling their readiness to face whatever comes
next.

The chapter concludes with a tender, emotional moment between Cyrano and
Christian, highlighting the personal struggles that run parallel to the external conflict.
Christian, aware of the looming battle, wishes to send a final love letter to Roxane,
fearing it may be his last chance to express his feelings. Cyrano, ever the devoted
friend, reveals that he has already written a letter for Christian, blending his duty to
Roxane with his own personal anguish. This act of selflessness and unrequited love
adds complexity to Cyrano’s character, highlighting his loyalty and deep emotions
beneath his bold and witty exterior. Through Cyrano’s actions, the narrative weaves
themes of honor, strategy, loyalty, and love, all of which set the stage for the
impending battle and reveal the deeper layers of both Cyrano’s and Christian’s
characters.

This chapter reflects the tension between personal duty and the larger, often harsh
realities of war. Cyrano’s selfless act of preparing the letter for Christian reflects his
unwavering loyalty, even as he wrestles with his own feelings for Roxane. The
interplay between personal emotions and the external pressures of war adds depth to
the characters, showing how they navigate their desires, loyalty, and the harsh
demands of duty. This moment also invites readers to reflect on the nature of sacrifice
in love and life, illustrating how true courage is not just physical but deeply emotional,
rooted in the complexities of relationships and personal integrity.

The chapter also serves as a reminder of the harshness of war and the complexities of
human emotions, highlighting how the bonds between individuals can be tested by



both external conflict and internal desires. Cyrano’s ability to balance his fierce loyalty
to his comrades with his unspoken love for Roxane emphasizes the multifaceted
nature of human relationships, where duty, love, and friendship intersect in
unpredictable ways. It challenges readers to think about the nature of true bravery,
which often requires more than just physical strength but the ability to endure
personal sacrifice for the sake of others. Through these poignant moments, the
chapter enriches the narrative and prepares the reader for the climactic events that
are soon to unfold.


