
VERSE: THE STORY OF THE FAITHFUL

SOUL

The tale "The Story of the Faithful Soul," rooted in an old French legend, whispers of
spirits bound, undergoing penance in purgatorial realms. These spirits, shrouded in
remnants of earthly taints, find solace only during the feast of Mary. It is during such
holy observances that the Archangel Michael, bearer of relief, decrees a temporary
reprieve, known affectionately as "Our Lady's Peace." Amidst this serenity, a singular
wail disrupts the harmonious chorus, its source a spirit unable to embrace peace while
ensnared by earthly bonds of love and loss.

This spirit, once promised in union just to be seized by Death's untimely claim,
recounts the tale of a love left languishing, a partner enveloped in shadows of despair,
capable of eclipsing even the torment of purgatorial flames. The spirit's anguish, rather
than being quelled by divine blessings, intensifies with the knowledge of the beloved’s
suffering. On what was to be a day of joined fates, Death had intervened, leaving the
partner in a mire of sorrow for a year.

Hearing this lament, Archangel Michael, the harbinger of heavenly mercy, offers a
solemn proposition rooted in compassion. The spirit, if choosing, could once more
tread the earthly realm, to offer a whisper of consolation, a balm for the beleaguered
heart of the one left behind. This divine intervention illuminates the profundity of love,
a force transcending the confines of life and death, capable of invoking celestial grace.

Thus, the narrative unfurls, delving into themes of undying love, the cyclic agony of
loss, and the quest for solace amidst eternal separations. It paints a vivid portrait of
the bittersweet interplay between celestial duty and mortal affection, encapsulating
the soul's relentless yearning for closure and comfort. The legend, with its mystical
undertones, serves as a poignant reminder of love's enduring power, echoing through



the annals of time and beyond the veil of mortality, where even in the depths of
purgatory, a single soul's plea for peace can stir the heavens to mercy.


