
CHAPTER XXIII - The Circus Boys on

the Mississippi

The Circus Boys On the Mississippi, Chapter XXIII, "The Roman Chariot Races,"
recounts a day full of heroism, camaraderie, and unexpected surprises for the Circus
Boy, Phil Forrest. After a daring self-rescue from the Mississippi River, Phil finds himself
swathed in the captain's officer uniform and the center of attention among the
passengers and crew of the riverboat. His morning begins with a communal cheer and
a modest speech at breakfast, where he humbly deflects the notion of his actions
being anything beyond self-preservation, yet skillfully seizes the opportunity to
promote the Great Sparling Shows.

By the time the steamboat docks in Memphis, Phil's tale of bravery and
resourcefulness has spread, earning him an interview that further amplifies his exploits
and the circus's allure. Departing the boat and Memphis behind with a memorable exit,
cheered on by all, he heads towards Corinth where the circus is currently stationed.
Phil's unexpected arrival on the show grounds is met with relief and joy, particularly
from Mr. Sparling, the show’s owner, who is astounded by Phil's harrowing story of
survival and unwitting self-promotion of the circus.

Amidst the emotional reunion and recounting of his experience, a darker undercurrent
to Phil's river misadventure is revealed. Under Mr. Sparling's probing, Phil hesitantly
suggests he might have been purposely thrown into the river, sparking a resolve in
Sparling to uncover the truth behind what's now suspected to be an attempt on Phil's
life. Determined to resolve this urgent matter, Sparling plans to involve detectives to
investigate this potential threat lurking within or around the circus.



The chapter climaxes with Phil witnessing a tense moment at the circus's big top,
where a Roman chariot race, a spectacle of speed and skill, turns perilous. As the
chariot teams race, a new team led by a woman driver experiences a catastrophic
failure as a wheel detaches, threatening grave danger to the driver. This moment
underscores the inherent risks and drama of circus life, illustrating the courage and
resiliency required by its performers—qualities Phil himself embodies through his
recent experiences.

This chapter intricately weaves themes of bravery, the importance of community, and
the ever-present specter of danger both in the circus ring and beyond, casting a light
on the transient yet tightly-knitted fabric of circus life as seen through Phil’s
adventures and challenges.


