
CHAPTER VII -For Greater Things

In Chapter VII of "For Greater Things: The Story of Saint Stanislaus Kostka," titled “The
Test of Courage,” the narrative delves into the trials faced by Stanislaus due to the
relentless bullying from his brother Paul and their guardian Bilinski. Paul, unable to
comprehend Stanislaus’ genuine piety and dedication to his faith, interprets his
brother's refusal to partake in their boisterous activities as a personal rebuke. This
misunderstanding fuels Paul's resentment, leading him to physically and verbally
harass Stanislaus, often encouraged by Bilinski and bolstered by their cousins’
support.

Paul's critique centers on Stanislaus not fitting the mold of a nobleman, accusing him
of acting more like a peasant due to his devout practices. Despite the escalating
confrontations, including physical violence that Paul justifies as retribution for
Stanislaus’ supposed provocations, Stanislaus maintains his composure, adhering to a
path he believes is right without resorting to retaliation. His resilience is rooted in a
deep-seated faith and a desire to embody Christ-like forgiveness, even when facing
aggression from his own brother.

Stanislaus’ choice not to defend himself physically, despite being capable, highlights
his profound commitment to his convictions and his desire to avoid sin. His approach
to suffering—with a view toward eternity, a consciousness of his own temper, and a
wish to align his sufferings with those endured by Christ for humanity's
sake—illustrates a profound spiritual maturity.

The chapter showcases Stanislaus’s strength not in physical retaliation but in
unwavering peace and goodwill towards those who wrong him. His ability to endure,
coupled with a refusal to vilify or seek retribution against his aggressors, is presented
as a testament to true courage. This narrative not only exemplifies the virtues of



patience and forgiveness but also underlines the young saint's remarkable capacity to
see beyond temporal strife, aspiring to please God regardless of earthly tribulations.

Stanislaus’ story within this chapter serves as an emblem of enduring faith and
resilience, marking his journey as one distinguished by an internal courage that
transcends the need for external vindication. Through persistent kindness and a heart
forgiving enough to offer his brother help immediately after being mistreated, he lays
down a powerful marker for what it means to live a life of piety and steadfastness amid
adversity.


