
Ballad: Sir Macklin

Sir Macklin is a tale from "The Bab Ballads" focusing on the stern, moralizing efforts of
Sir Macklin, a priest determined to correct the wayward paths of three young men:
Tom, Bob, and Billy. These youths, known for their vain and carefree dispositions,
habitually spent their Sundays strolling and chatting in various parks and gardens,
blatantly ignoring the Sabbath law and the principles of decency and restraint that Sir
Macklin vehemently espoused.

Sir Macklin, described as a priest of severe demeanor and rigorous in debate, found it
deeply distressing that these young men were so easily led astray, indulging in sinful
pursuits instead of observing the Sabbath sacredly. Driven by a mission to enlighten
them with the truth that venturing outside for leisure on a Sunday was a grave sin, he
decided to lecture them comprehensively, employing meticulous arguments and a
structured approach reminiscent of a sermon.

The ballad humorously outlines Sir Macklin's methodical breakdown of his sermon,
starting with the sinful temptations of Kensington, then proceeding through the
Gardens, Hyde, Park, and St. James's, each a location synonymous with the youths'
heedless frolicking. Sir Macklin aimed to demonstrate that the moral failings
associated with each place were collectively indicative of a broader, more pervasive
problem of moral decay that afflicted not just the few but all of society.

In his conviction, Sir Macklin deployed every rhetorical strategy at his disposal. He
presented his case from every conceivable angle — arguing passionately, logically,
and even in circles if necessary — to convince his audience of their misguidance. The
youths, perhaps impressed, intimidated, or simply worn down by his relentless
discourse, could not oppose him. Their reactions, as described towards the end of the
ballad, might be seen as a mixture of awe and bewilderment at the depth of Sir



Macklin's fervor and the complexity of his arguments.

Through Sir Macklin's character and his painstakingly detailed condemnation of
Sabbath-breaking, the ballad employs irony and exaggeration to critique the often
dogmatic and moralistic tendencies of societal figures who, like Sir Macklin, attempt to
impose their rigid views of righteousness upon others. The reaction of Tom, Bob, and
Billy, raising their hands in agony — possibly over the sermon’s length and Sir
Macklin’s relentless arguments rather than any genuine conviction — adds a layer of
humor to the narrative, showcasing the gap between the preacher's earnestness and
the youths' actual acceptance of his message.


