
Ballad: Lorenzo De Lardy

"The Bab Ballads" presents a humorous and whimsical tale in the ballad of "Lorenzo De
Lardy." Dalilah De Dardy, wealthy but aging, falls deeply for the charming and
handsome Lorenzo De Lardy, a prestigious lord serving in Her Majesty's Guards.
Despite Lorenzo's good looks and charm, attracting many a maiden's gaze, he is
plagued by financial woes, primarily owing to considerable debts. His financial
desperation leads him to frequent escapes to Paris, seeking respite and perhaps
fortune in the city's allure.

During one such Parisian sojourn, Lorenzo becomes infatuated with Alice Eulalie
Coraline Euphrosine Colombina Therese Juliette Stephanie Celestine Charlotte Russe
de la Sauce Mayonnaise, a captivating waitress at a modestly priced restaurant in the
glamorous Palais Royal. Despite their interactions limited by language barriers—with
Lorenzo's French summarized by simple expressions and Alice's English comprising
amusing misinterpretations—their attraction is unmistakable. Lorenzo's admiration is
expressed through his tender gestures and the few French words he knows, indicative
of his earnest affection, albeit humorously underscoring the couple's communication
challenges.

This budding romance, however, is threatened by a jealous waiter, previously
enamored with Mademoiselle de la Sauce Mayonnaise. His envy is palpable, as he
dreams of eliminating his rival, Lorenzo, driven by his love for Therese and perhaps a
desire to claim her affections for himself. This subplot adds a layer of conflict and
humor, as the waiter's dramatic despair contrasts comically with the light-hearted love
story unfolding.

Overall, this chapter from "The Bab Ballads" satirizes societal norms and romantic
entanglements with playful language and absurdly named characters, encapsulating a
humorous exploration of love, jealousy, and the peculiarities of human interaction, all



set against the vibrant backdrop of Parisian culture and class disparities. The narrative
charms with its old-world whimsy, blending the ridiculous with the relatable in a ballad
of love, debt, and desire.


