
Chapter 35: Rhysand’s Influence and

Survival

Chapter 35 begins with the protagonist awakening in a cold, damp dungeon, their body
battered and their mind reeling from the disorientation of recent events. Pain radiates
from a broken nose and a swollen face, evidence of the violence they endured before
being thrown into captivity. Stripped of their weapons and surrounded by the dim
flicker of torchlight beyond the iron bars, they struggle to process the severity of their
situation. Despite the crushing weight of despair threatening to consume them, they
steel their resolve, vowing not to give in to panic no matter how bleak their
circumstances appear.

Relief arrives in the form of Lucien, whose unexpected visit provides a flicker of hope
amidst the darkness. With a quiet urgency, he uses his limited abilities to partially heal
the protagonist’s broken nose, ensuring enough visible injury remains to avoid drawing
suspicion from the guards. As Lucien speaks, his words carry both caution and
encouragement, urging the protagonist to hold onto their determination for the trials
that lie ahead. Though Amarantha’s curse weakens his powers, his act of defiance in
helping the protagonist underscores his loyalty and resilience, suggesting that even
under her control, his strength and cunning remain intact.

Lucien’s mention of the other High Lords being restricted and summoned at
Amarantha’s whim highlights the suffocating grip she holds over the realm. It’s a stark
reminder of the power imbalance they face, with even the most formidable beings
rendered powerless under her reign. Yet, this oppressive reality only fuels the
protagonist’s resolve. They refuse to let fear or despair consume them, instead
focusing on the slim chance of survival and the possibility of breaking free from this
nightmare.



Left alone once more, the protagonist reflects briefly on the events that brought them
here, grappling with their own sense of guilt and responsibility. Their actions, driven by
love and the desperate desire to make amends, have placed them in this perilous
position. Despite the physical toll, these moments of introspection reveal a deep well
of inner strength. Their determination to endure Amarantha’s cruelty and protect those
they care about remains unshaken, even as the odds against them grow more
daunting with each passing moment.

A dramatic confrontation with Amarantha soon follows, dragging the protagonist into
her opulent yet menacing throne room. The interaction is fraught with tension, as the
protagonist is forced to divulge their name under the threat of Lucien’s safety. This
act, though small, speaks volumes about their character—a willingness to sacrifice
their own advantage to ensure the well-being of an ally. Lucien’s quiet support, even
as it places him in danger, underscores the depth of the bond between them and
serves as a testament to the strength of loyalty amidst treachery.

Amarantha, reveling in her power, presents the protagonist with a riddle—a twisted
promise of freedom should they solve it. The riddle, laced with layers of complexity,
alludes to themes of courage, grace, and the elusive nature of triumph. It becomes
clear that the protagonist’s journey will test not only their physical strength but their
mental acumen and emotional resilience. The weight of the challenge ahead settles
heavily on their shoulders, but they refuse to let it crush their spirit.

The chapter paints a vivid tableau of despair and hope, resilience and vulnerability, as
the protagonist grapples with the labyrinthine dynamics of power and survival. Each
interaction, whether with Lucien or Amarantha, deepens the complexity of their
character, highlighting both their vulnerabilities and their unyielding determination.
Through pain, introspection, and resolve, the protagonist begins to prepare for the
trials that lie ahead, aware that their journey will demand not only endurance but also
ingenuity and fortitude.

As the chapter closes, the stage is set for a battle of wits and willpower, where survival
will hinge on more than just physical prowess. The protagonist’s unwavering spirit,



coupled with the loyalty of allies like Lucien, offers a glimmer of hope amidst the
encroaching darkness. It’s a poignant reminder that even in the face of overwhelming
power, resilience and cunning can be formidable weapons, capable of defying even the
cruelest of oppressors. The tension lingers, leaving readers eager to see how the
protagonist will navigate the challenges to come in their fight for freedom and justice.


