
Chapter 40: Holly’s Testimony and the

Aftermath of Horror

On July 30, 2021, Chapter 40 unfolds as Holly Gibney is summoned to a meeting at
Kiner Memorial Hospital, where she is escorted into a conference room occupied by FBI
Agent Herbert Beale, District Attorney Albert Tantle, and several other law
enforcement officials. The discussion centers on the gruesome cannibalistic crimes
that have dominated national headlines, with Holly playing a key role in the case after
barely escaping captivity. Seated in a wheelchair per hospital protocol, she is still
recovering from her injuries, yet her mind remains sharp, ready to deliver a firsthand
account of the harrowing events.

Despite the crime lacking an interstate jurisdiction—a common reason for FBI
intervention—federal agents are involved due to the case’s notoriety, its disturbing
nature, and the evidence pointing to ritualistic and methodical violence. As the briefing
begins, Holly is presented with disturbing photographs and documents, confirming that
human remains were processed, stored, and repurposed in unimaginable ways. The
forensic reports suggest that the victims were not merely killed, but subjected to a
dehumanizing process, fueling the suspicions that their captors may have engaged in
their gruesome acts for far longer than previously believed.

Holly, still haunted by her ordeal, details her captivity and how she managed to turn
the tables on her kidnappers, emphasizing that her actions were purely in self-defense.
She recounts the painstaking psychological battle she endured while trapped, knowing
that hesitation would cost her life. The officials listen as she describes how, when the
opportunity arose, she overpowered her captors and eliminated them—a feat that,
while justified, has left law enforcement without living suspects to prosecute. The
district attorney voices frustration over the inability to bring anyone to trial, as both



perpetrators perished, leaving behind only their grotesque crimes as evidence.

Beyond the forensic and legal aspects, the meeting delves into the personal toll the
case has taken on the victims' families, particularly those who had been searching for
their loved ones with false hopes of their return. The sorrow and devastation ripple
outward, a grim reminder that violence extends far beyond the direct victims. While
Holly remains composed, she is deeply aware that her actions, while necessary, have
left many questions unanswered—especially for the relatives who will never have full
closure.

Later, Detective Izzy Jaynes requests a private meeting with Holly in the hospital
chapel, a location chosen for its quiet and solemn atmosphere. Jaynes, tasked with the
heart-wrenching duty of notifying next of kin, seeks Holly’s insight on how to best
convey the painful truth to Penny Dahl, a woman desperately awaiting word on her
missing loved one. Holly reflects on how delivering such news is its own kind of
torment, requiring a balance between honesty and sensitivity, ensuring that the truth
doesn’t break those already burdened by loss.

Meanwhile, Holly’s friend Jerome Robinson shoulders a similar burden, taking on the
task of informing Vera Steinman about the fate of her son, a victim in the horrifying
series of crimes. As he prepares to break the news, he struggles with the ethical
dilemma of how much to reveal—should he be entirely truthful about the atrocities or
provide a softened version of events to spare a grieving mother? In the end, Jerome
chooses compassion over stark reality, gently reassuring Vera that her son did not
suffer, even though the truth remains uncertain.

The chapter closes on a poignant note, with Holly, Izzy, and Jerome bearing the
emotional weight of their roles in the aftermath of the case. While justice may have
been served in the elimination of the perpetrators, the lingering scars—both physical
and emotional—remain. In the wake of so much cruelty, they find themselves
questioning how much darkness a person can face before it leaves a permanent
imprint on their soul.


