Chapter Twenty-Five

The chapter opens with Nesta and Cassian preparing for a training session, both visibly
nervous despite their attempts to hide it. Their banter reveals their mutual tension as
they await Gwyn'’s arrival. When Gwyn appears, her fear is palpable, but Nesta’s gentle
approach and Cassian’s tactful distraction help ease her into the unfamiliar outdoor
setting. Gwyn’s awe at being outside for the first time in years adds a poignant layer to

the scene, highlighting her vulnerability and the significance of this moment for her.

The training session begins, and Gwyn proves to be a quick learner, adapting to
Cassian’s instructions with surprising ease. Her natural grace and willingness to laugh
at her mistakes create a lighthearted atmosphere, contrasting with her initial
trepidation. Nesta observes Gwyn’s progress with a mix of admiration and
introspection, recognizing her own struggles mirrored in Gwyn'’s journey. The session
ends with a moment of shared vulnerability as Gwyn confesses her desire to never feel

powerless again, a sentiment Nesta deeply relates to.

Later, Nesta accompanies Cassian to Windhaven, where he leaves her to shop while he
attends a meeting with Eris. The wintery setting contrasts sharply with the summer
warmth of Velaris, emphasizing the isolation of the lllyrian village. Nesta enters
Emerie’s shop, where she encounters a drunk male customer causing tension.
Emerie’s relief at Nesta’s arrival is evident, and Nesta’s deliberate provocation of the

male reveals her protective instincts and disdain for his behavior.

The chapter concludes with the confrontation between Nesta, Emerie, and the drunk
male, Bellius, whose aggressive demeanor escalates the tension. Nesta’s defiance and
Emerie’s firm stance underscore their solidarity in the face of male arrogance. The
scene sets the stage for further conflict, highlighting the challenges Nesta and Emerie
face as women in a patriarchal society. The chapter effectively balances moments of

vulnerability, camaraderie, and resistance, advancing both character development and



plot tension.
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