
CHAPTER III - A FEW MORE LESSONS

Agnes Grey, in Chapter III titled "A Few More Lessons," narrates her struggles and
challenges as a governess to the Bloomfield children, Tom and Mary Ann. Despite her
initial hope and enthusiasm, she finds her duties far more taxing than anticipated.
Dressing and grooming Mary Ann proves to be a laborious task due to the latter's
impatience and Agnes's inexperience. Breakfast time introduces a brief moment of
civility with Mrs. Bloomfield, but the day quickly reverts to the demanding routine of
teaching and managing her pupils.

Agnes discovers that both children are significantly behind in their education: Tom,
despite his capabilities, shows a strong aversion to mental effort, while Mary Ann
struggles with basic literacy and demonstrates carelessness. Attempting to instill some
discipline, Agnes spends the morning striving to make educational progress. The
subsequent outdoor recreation only highlights her lack of authority, as the children
insist on leading her rather than following, preferring dirty and dismal activities.

A trying incident at a well, involving disobedient play, introduces Agnes to Mr.
Bloomfield's harsh and critical demeanor. His reprimand not only emphasizes his
stringent expectations regarding cleanliness and decorum but also marks Agnes's first
direct interaction with him.

Luncheon with the Bloomfields further diminishes Mr. Bloomfield's image in Agnes's
eyes, revealing his petty and critical nature. His complaints about the overcooked
mutton and improperly sliced beef, coupled with a condescending critique of Mrs.
Bloomfield's household management, paint a picture of a discontent and difficult man.

The rest of the day proceeds with more of the same: challenging educational sessions,
attempts at discipline thwarted by the children's obstinacy, and a brief respite in the
form of a letter to her family, offering a glimpse into Agnes's persistence in facing her



adversities. She remains hopeful that through patience, firmness, and perseverance,
she might eventually garner both the Bloomfields' approval and her pupils'
improvement. Despite her rigorous efforts and self-imposed discipline, Agnes finds
herself confronted with the daunting reality that her charges might be beyond her
ability to guide or reform, leaving her to question the effectiveness of her methods and
the possibility of achieving her goals in such an unforgiving environment.


