
Scene 5. VI.

Scene 5. VI. marks the poignant climax of Cyrano de Bergerac as Roxane finally
uncovers the truth about Cyrano's deep, unspoken love for her. This revelation comes
to light amidst the painful backdrop of Cyrano’s fatal injury, and despite his previous
denials, Roxane recognizes the truth. She realizes that the voice that serenaded her
and the eloquent words of love were not Christian's, but Cyrano’s all along. The
emotional moment is interrupted by the arrival of Le Bret and Ragueneau, who are
shocked by Cyrano’s critical state—an outcome of a cowardly attack. This contrasts
sharply with the noble end Cyrano had always imagined for himself, where his death
would come on his terms, untainted by dishonor.

As Cyrano’s life slowly slips away, he reflects on the ironies of his existence. Despite
being celebrated in Molière’s plays and admired for his literary prowess, Cyrano
remains unrecognized for his true genius, and he has lived in the shadows of fame and
glory. His life, marked by unrequited love, valor in battle, and a fight for honor, is
nearing its end. In his final moments, Roxane laments the love she has lost twice—first
with Christian's untimely death, and now with Cyrano’s impending passing. Cyrano,
however, refuses to succumb to despair. Still filled with the vibrant spirit of a poet and
a warrior, he imagines ascending to a celestial paradise where he can reunite with
great figures like Socrates and Galileo, continuing to cherish the values that defined
his life.

In his last moments, Cyrano faces death with unwavering courage, sword in hand,
prepared to confront the invisible foes he has fought against his whole life—Falsehood,
Compromise, Prejudice, and Treachery. He challenges these embodiments of
negativity with the last of his strength, refusing to let them defeat the noble spirit that
has always guided him. Cyrano’s final act serves as a powerful testament to his
undying commitment to truth, honor, and integrity. As his life ends, he leaves behind a



legacy built on these principles, asking Roxane to mourn him alongside Christian,
symbolizing the eternal bond between them. This poignant request underscores the
depth of Cyrano’s love, which remains unshaken by the complexities of life. His death
is not one of despair, but of defiance, as he challenges the forces of darkness with the
strength of his spirit, symbolizing his unyielding courage and the timeless power of
love. In this final stand, Cyrano’s legacy as a champion of truth, integrity, and passion
is immortalized, transcending the confines of life and death.

This scene also highlights the importance of authenticity in love and the human
experience. Cyrano’s love for Roxane, though unspoken for years, was a pure and
noble one, unaffected by the physical appearance of others or societal expectations.
This story demonstrates how, even in the face of death, love and integrity can persist,
offering a reflection on how our deepest values can remain constant despite the
transient nature of life. The chapter serves as a reminder that even when faced with
life's greatest challenges, we have the ability to leave behind a lasting legacy based on
the principles we uphold and the love we give.

The enduring strength of Cyrano’s character serves as an inspiration to not only
pursue our passions but to do so with unwavering conviction, regardless of external
recognition or circumstances. Research in psychology and philosophy has shown that
authenticity and self-reflection lead to a more fulfilling life, just as Cyrano’s honesty
and integrity allowed him to maintain his sense of self despite the trials he faced. The
power of Cyrano’s love for Roxane, and his refusal to allow external factors to define
him, provides valuable insight into the human desire for meaning, recognition, and
connection, teaching readers the importance of holding steadfast to their values, even
in the face of death.


