
THE YARN OF THE BLACK OFFICER

In "The Yarn of the Black Officer," part of the "Angling Sketches" collection, the tale
unfolds around a dark character known as the Black Officer and his extraordinary life,
as told by a boatman. Originating from the 18th century, during a time when the Black
Watch (42nd Highlanders) was recruiting, the Black Officer is dispatched to enlist men,
by persuasion or force, with a promise of merely parading before the King in
London—a promise unfulfilled. Instead, they are sent to India, highlighting the officer's
deceit.

One night, while the soldiers camp near a haunted locale, a mysterious red man visits,
revealing supernatural elements. This man's encounter with the Black Officer,
observed by a soldier named Shamus Mackenzie, hints at the officer's dealings beyond
the mortal plane. Despite confronting the French in India and being the sole survivor of
a tunnel explosion, the Black Officer's myth grows when he miraculously survives
apparent death, with rumors suggesting his resurrection was aided by the
supernatural.

The story evolves from military exploits to folklore, as the officer, upon returning to
Scotland, is regularly visited by a talking red deer, suggesting a deep connection with
the uncanny. The narrative climaxes with the Black Officer and thirteen companions
disappearing without a trace after venturing out on a supposed deer hunt, fueling
speculation of a pact with the devil.

This tale, rich in Highland folklore and supernatural themes, is echoed in historical
legends and literary works, suggesting a blend of fact and fiction that has captivated
local and literary imaginations alike. Unlike the clear-cut military narratives, this story
weaves the ethereal with the mortal, leaving an enduring mystery of the Black
Officer's fate and the true nature of his dealings, both in the highlands of Scotland and
the battlefields of India. Through conversations with the boatman, the author draws



parallels to other myths and legends, underscoring the persistent allure of the
supernatural in the cultural tapestry of the Scottish Highlands.


