
Chapter I -Derrick Vaughan--Novelist

In the opening chapter of "Derrick Vaughan--Novelist," the narrator, Sydney
Wharncliffe, a barrister of the Inner Temple, introduces us to the subject of his
recollections, Derrick Vaughan, whose ascension to fame has often been misconstrued
by the public as a sudden leap rather than a gradual climb. Wharncliffe clarifies that
his intention is not to draft a formal biography but to offer a truthful glimpse into
Vaughan's journey, countering the widespread notion of his instantaneous success.
Highlighting Vaughan's recognizable presence in media through various portraits,
Wharncliffe desires to showcase the essence of Vaughan's personality—his
unassuming appearance belies a spirit enlivened by an intense commitment to his
writing, likening his reverence for his craft to a celestial calling.

The narrative delves into Vaughan's early life, illustrating his youthful imagination and
passion for storytelling, with detailed anecdotes from their childhood. One particular
story that stands out is Vaughan's fervid interest in a ruined church, spurred by his
admiration for Cromwell, indicative of his deep historical curiosity which later matures
into his literary themes. The narrative captures Vaughan's determined proclamation at
a young age to become an author, a dream fueled by his keen perspective on
authenticity and truth in storytelling, as demonstrated through an amusing incident
involving him getting his head stuck between the banisters while attempting to gain a
proper perspective for a scene in his writing.

Wharncliffe continues by reminiscing about the evolution of Vaughan’s aspirations
through their school and university years, emphasizing Vaughan's dedication to his
craft despite his academic commitments. Vaughan faces a period of doubt and
depression, particularly during a family crisis with his mother's health, but emerges
with a renewed sense of purpose in his writing. The chapter concludes with the
beginnings of Vaughan's first novel, "Lynwood’s Heritage." Despite initial struggles,



Vaughan perseveres, demonstrating his deep connection and commitment to his
characters and narrative.

Thus, the chapter sets a reflective tone on Vaughan's early life, illustrating the blend of
innocence, ambition, and the profound sense of calling that shapes his journey as a
novelist. Wharncliffe, through fond and insightful anecdotes, lays the foundation of
Vaughan's character, marked by an earnest dedication to literature influenced
significantly by his life experiences and innate qualities, dispelling the myth of
instantaneous success to reveal the labor of love behind Vaughan's literary
accomplishments.


