
Scene 3. II.

Scene 3. II. unfolds with a tension-filled exploration of secret love and the looming
conflict that surrounds the characters. Roxane, deeply moved by the letters she
believes are written by Christian, unknowingly praises Cyrano, her secret admirer. She
expresses admiration for the poetic beauty of the letters, which causes Cyrano’s heart
to swell with pride, though he remains modest, downplaying his role as the author. The
scene takes a turn when De Guiche enters, disrupting the tender exchange. A quick-
thinking duenna ushers Cyrano away, ensuring that Roxane’s secret admiration
remains hidden from De Guiche, who harbors his own affections for her and holds the
power to destroy her romantic aspirations.

As De Guiche enters, Roxane greets him with politeness, masking the emotional
turmoil beneath her composed exterior. He announces his impending departure to
lead a military campaign in Arras, where a siege is set to take place. While Roxane
appears indifferent on the surface, De Guiche’s distress is palpable—he is clearly
saddened by the separation that the war will cause and the uncertain future of their
relationship. His mention of being named the commander of the Guards, which
includes Christian, Roxane’s supposed lover, causes concern. The revelation that he
plans to avenge himself on Roxane’s cousin only adds to the complexity of the
situation, causing Roxane to feign sorrow for Christian’s departure in order to
manipulate De Guiche into sparing the regiment from the front lines.

The chapter is rich in its depiction of 17th-century courtship and the intricate dynamics
of honor, love, and duty. The characters are caught in a delicate dance of truth and
deception, their actions and words shaped by their emotions and the imminent threat
of war. Through eloquent dialogue and strategic moves, the scene emphasizes how
love can drive individuals to great lengths, sometimes causing them to hide their true
feelings in the pursuit of a greater good. Cyrano’s selflessness and Roxane’s



manipulation are both essential elements of the narrative, highlighting the lengths to
which these characters will go to protect their hearts and the ones they love, even in
the face of impending danger and conflict.

In this chapter, the tension between love and duty is explored in a way that is both
engaging and poignant. The characters find themselves torn between their desire for
personal happiness and the responsibility they have toward others, especially in the
face of war. The combination of personal affection and the external pressures of war
creates a backdrop of emotional complexity, with each character struggling to
navigate their desires while keeping up appearances. Roxane’s attempt to manipulate
De Guiche is a perfect example of how the characters use their wits to influence
outcomes in their favor, even if it means deceiving those around them.

Roxane’s emotional manipulation and Cyrano’s quiet sacrifice provide the core
emotional thrust of this chapter. While Roxane feigns sadness to protect Christian from
the front lines, Cyrano quietly steps aside to ensure her secret love remains safe.
These moments of emotional depth are juxtaposed with the military tension introduced
by De Guiche, whose power and control threaten to unravel the delicate balance the
characters have worked so hard to maintain. The impending war not only represents a
literal conflict but also serves as a metaphor for the emotional battles each character
faces as they try to navigate love, honor, and duty in a time of uncertainty.

The chapter is an artful blend of strategic maneuvering and emotional revelation, with
the dialogue reflecting the complex nature of courtship in a time when honor and
reputation were paramount. Roxane’s manipulation of De Guiche showcases her
intelligence and resourcefulness, while Cyrano’s actions behind the scenes
demonstrate


