
Scene 5. V.

Scene 5. V. in Cyrano de Bergerac marks a deeply emotional and reflective moment
for the characters, where Roxane waits outside a convent, expecting Cyrano’s arrival.
The backdrop of autumn provides a poignant metaphor for themes of change, loss,
and the passage of time. As Roxane waits, she reflects on the calm beauty of the
season, contrasting it with the liveliness of spring, symbolizing her own journey
through grief and acceptance. This scene underscores the emotional weight of her
waiting, highlighting her internal growth and the quiet resolution she’s come to
regarding the love and loss she has experienced.

Cyrano’s arrival is delayed, marking the first time this has happened in their long
relationship. He arrives, though still lively, with his appearance marred by his pale and
weakened state, signaling the seriousness of his condition. While he pretends that his
tardiness is due to a creditor, this playful excuse masks the more serious reality of his
health and impending death. Their conversation shifts from their usual playful banter
to a more bittersweet tone, as Cyrano continues to shield his suffering behind humor.
His attempt to keep up appearances, even in the face of death, reveals the depth of
his character—someone who values maintaining a sense of normalcy and humor, even
as his body fails him.

When Sister Martha enters, there is a shift in Cyrano’s demeanor, especially when he
requests prayers from her. This request marks a stark departure from his usual
dismissive attitude toward religion, reflecting his growing acknowledgment of his
mortality. Despite his physical decline, Cyrano continues to engage in banter, yet the
weight of his impending death hangs over their interaction. His moments of levity are
tinged with the realization that his time is running out, and his playful jests serve as a
defense mechanism against the pain of facing his own mortality. These small shifts
reveal Cyrano’s vulnerability, contrasting sharply with his usual bravado.



The conversation between Cyrano and Roxane deepens, with their exchanges moving
from light-heartedness to moments of reflection about life, love, and the inevitable
end. Cyrano’s attempt to maintain normalcy by recounting stories of the court stands
in stark contrast to the weakening state of his body. This juxtaposition illustrates the
tension between his spirit—still vibrant and full of life—and his deteriorating physical
condition. His effort to comfort Roxane, even as he faces death, highlights the
selflessness and dedication that have defined his character throughout the story. This
scene serves as a reminder of the fragile nature of life and the enduring strength of
human connections, even in the face of inevitable loss.

When Cyrano collapses, Roxane’s realization of the gravity of his condition is evident.
Her reference to the metaphorical wound she carries, tied to the love and loss she
experienced with Christian, adds a layer of complexity to the moment. Cyrano’s
emotional and physical wounds, both visible and hidden, reflect the depth of his
sacrifices and the enduring love he has for Roxane. This realization is a pivotal
moment for Roxane, as she begins to understand the true extent of Cyrano’s devotion,
and the invisible bond that has connected them all along.

In the final moments, Cyrano asks Roxane to read the letter from Christian, a simple
but powerful request that symbolizes his desire for closeness and acknowledgment. By
asking for this, Cyrano reveals his longing to connect with Roxane one last time,
cementing the deep, unspoken connection they share. The act of reading Christian’s
letter serves as a symbolic gesture, bringing full circle the complex emotions and
relationships that have defined Cyrano’s life. It reflects the purity of his love for
Roxane and his desire for their souls to remain intertwined, even after his death.

Cyrano’s final moments, marked by his unwavering courage, emphasize the strength
of his character and the depth of his feelings for Roxane. His refusal to succumb to
despair, even in the face of death, demonstrates his integrity and unyielding spirit. The
chapter’s poignant conclusion reflects the theme of sacrifice, love, and the enduring
power of the human spirit, offering readers a timeless exploration of the complexities
of life and love.



This chapter underscores the importance of genuine emotional connections, showing
how love can transcend the physical realm and continue to influence individuals even
after death. Research in emotional psychology supports the idea that deep,
meaningful connections, like the one shared between Cyrano and Roxane, contribute
significantly to emotional well-being and personal fulfillment. Cyrano’s steadfast
devotion, even in his final moments, illustrates the impact of selflessness and true love
in human relationships, urging readers to reflect on their own emotional connections
and the power they hold.


