
VII. What Happened to Lazaro on the

Way to the Tagus River

In this gripping chapter from "The Life of Lazaro of Tormes," our protagonist, Lazaro,
narrates a harrowing experience that nearly ends his life but ultimately reinvigorates it
with newfound hope and fortune. Through a twist of fate and the undercurrents of
divine intervention, Lazaro's journey from the brink of death to an unexpected windfall
encapsulates themes of resilience, providence, and the fickle nature of fortune.

The chapter begins with Lazaro in dire straits, mistakenly presumed dead by fishermen
after an unfortunate incident lands him in a cask of water. This critical moment, a
culmination of misfortunes, initially seems the end for Lazaro. Yet, fate intervenes
when the journey to discard his body inadvertently revives him. His cries for help
attract the night watch, leading to the fishermen’s arrest and Lazaro’s delivery from a
watery grave.

Lazaro’s testament takes a humorous and satirical turn as he recounts the trial where
his identity becomes a point of contention. The fishermen's absurd claims and his
wife's feigned ignorance add layers of comedy and critique of Spanish society's
idiosyncrasies. Lazaro's quick wit and the archpriest’s embarrassed admission further
highlight Lazaro’s cunning and the oddities of his adventures.

The chapter shifts toward a reflection on fortune's capriciousness as Lazaro, now
enriched by the fishermen's confiscated goods, indulges in the high life. This windfall
allows Lazaro to don the airs of a nobleman, reveling in the social elevation that wealth
bestows. However, Lazaro's musings on the temporary nature of prosperity and the
inherent pride and stubbornness intrinsic to his character and, more broadly, to
Spanish society, offer a poignant commentary on human nature and social norms.



A confrontation with his wife, who has since moved on, underscores themes of change
and constancy, encapsulating the chapter's exploration of life’s unpredictability and
the human capacity for adaptation. Lazaro's resolution to secure a future for his
daughter with his newfound wealth adds a layer of depth to his character, illustrating
growth and a forward-looking perspective amidst the caprices of fate.

This chapter skillfully weaves together thematic elements of survival, transformation,
and the quest for dignity within the framework of 16th-century Spanish society,
presenting a narrative rich in humor, satire, and human insight.


