
CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

The chapter opens with a reflection on the profound bond between mated dragons,
emphasizing its primal and essential nature, surpassing even human love in its
intensity. This establishes a theme of deep connection and reliance, which resonates
throughout the narrative. The protagonist manages to fly short distances, but the
strenuous six-hour journey to a forward outpost reveals the physical toll and danger
involved in such missions. The narrative vividly describes the challenging flight, the
camaraderie among the cadets, and the anticipation of arriving at a strategic military
location, setting a tone of both adventure and peril.

Upon reaching the outpost, the scene shifts to the arrival and initial impressions of the
fortified base. The commander greets the cadets with professionalism, highlighting the
outpost's strategic design for siege defense, with formidable walls, turrets, and
essential facilities like stables, armory, and dining halls. The detailed description of the
fortress underscores its purpose as a defensive stronghold, emphasizing the military
readiness required in this border region. The characters’ reactions, including subtle
humor and tension, reflect their mixed feelings about the environment and their roles
within this tense setting.

The chapter then delves into the personal dynamics among the cadets, especially
focusing on Rhiannon’s emotional state. She is visibly distressed and hesitant to reveal
her full feelings, hinting at a personal connection to her village and a possible secret
she’s trying to conceal. The protagonist notices her nervous energy and reassures her
to keep their plans discreet, emphasizing the importance of secrecy and the risks
involved. The scene captures the tension between personal loyalty and the dangerous
realities of their military duties, illustrating how individual lives are intertwined with
larger strategic concerns.



The narrative concludes with the cadets being introduced to the outpost’s military
routine and the anticipation of their participation in upcoming activities. The
commanding officer explains the structure and defensive capabilities of the fortress,
reinforcing the theme of preparedness. The mention of a returning patrol and the
arrival of familiar figures heighten the sense of ongoing conflict and the immediacy of
threat. Amidst this, the chapter hints at deeper emotional undercurrents, especially
with the appearance of someone named Violet, setting the stage for further
developments and personal revelations within this tense, militarized environment.


