
Ballad: A Worm Will Turn

In the ballad "A Worm Will Turn" from "The Bab Ballads," we are introduced to Bernard
Jupp, a man of unyielding joviality and resilience amidst life's adversities. Bernard's
optimism doesn't wane, even under the gloomiest circumstances. He faces life with a
smile and a joke, making light of his own hardships. Whether tackling poverty or
confronting the misfortunes that befall his family, Bernard retains his unwavering
spirit.

Bernard's father, once a wealthy man with his own house and park, succumbs to
financial ruin, reducing him to a clerk's position with a meager income. This drastic
change in fortune might devastate many, but Bernard perceives it as an opportunity to
embrace simplicity and to question the true value of wealth, which he concludes is a
mere illusion designed to lead astray.

Misfortune doesn’t stop with his father. Bernard's extended family encounters their
own series of crises—relations elope, commit forgeries, or marry in ways that shock
the sensibilities of their social circle. Yet, Bernard navigates these familial storms with
a philosophy that leans towards understanding and forgiveness. He rationalizes his
uncles' forgeries as a forgivable weakness, holds out hope for his wandering aunts'
return, and contends that prejudices against interracial marriage are unfounded.

What makes Bernard's character so compelling is not just his optimism, but his
capacity to find logic and hope in situations that others might find irredeemable. He
embodies the idea that happiness and contentment are not reliant on external
circumstances but are states of mind that can be maintained through perspective and
attitude.

"A Worm Will Turn" serves as a ode to resilience and the power of positive thinking.
Bernard Jupp's story is a testament to the human spirit's ability to remain buoyant in



the face of life's tumultuous seas—a lesson in finding humor and grace in adversity,
and a reminder that how we confront our challenges defines our experience of the
world. Through Bernard, the poem conveys a timeless message: in the depths of
hardship, a light-hearted spirit and steadfast faith can illuminate the path to enduring
happiness.


