Chapter 38

The chapter begins with Amren leaving the group to return a significant book to her
residence in Velaris. The protagonist, exhausted from a sleepless night filled with
danger and intense effort, takes a moment to rest in the garden and eventually moves
to the rooftop to watch the sunset. The peaceful setting contrasts with the underlying
tension and the looming threats they face, highlighting a rare moment of calm amidst
chaos. Rhysand is already there, lounging with a relaxed demeanor, hinting at the
complex mixture of camaraderie and underlying seriousness that defines their

relationship and current circumstances.

Rhysand’s conversation reveals the gravity of their covert operations and the difficult
decisions he has made. He discusses the risks involved in acquiring the Book from the
Summer Court, emphasizing the importance of secrecy and the moral dilemma of
stealing from Tarquin, who had once sought an alliance and friendship. The act of theft
is portrayed as a necessary but regretful choice, illustrating the high stakes of their
mission and Rhysand’s internal conflict about betraying someone who once trusted
him. The chapter explores themes of loyalty, sacrifice, and the moral gray areas of

leadership in wartime.

The scene shifts to the discovery of blood rubies—dangerous tokens that mark a target
for assassination or retribution within the Summer Court. Rhysand’s cautious handling
of these blood rubies underscores their significance as symbols of impending danger.
Rhysand’s reflection on the potential consequences of their actions, including the risk
of exposing their plans or escalating conflict, reveals the delicate balance they must
maintain. His concerns about the repercussions for himself, Amren, and others
involved highlight the perilous nature of their covert operations and the importance of

strategic restraint.



In the concluding dialogue, the narrative emphasizes Rhysand’s unwavering
commitment to protecting Velaris at any cost, even if it requires paying personal
sacrifices. The conversation about the blood rubies and the threat they pose
underscores the broader context of ongoing war and political intrigue. The chapter
ends with a sense of foreboding but also resilience, as Rhysand and the protagonist
acknowledge the necessity of enduring hardship to achieve their goals. The chapter
encapsulates themes of duty, the moral complexities of wartime decisions, and the

unyielding resolve to safeguard their world.
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