
Chapter 99

In Chapter 99 of All the Colors of the Dark, Nix and Saint engage in a deep and
reflective conversation about their work, examining the challenges they face in their
respective roles. Nix recalls how her decision to turn down an offer from an Ivy League
college was dismissed by Norma, and this sentiment is echoed by Saint. Despite acting
as a mentor to Nix, Saint still considers herself a rookie in many ways, underscoring
the theme of mentorship and the weight of past decisions. Their dialogue highlights
the complex nature of mentorship, where both individuals learn from each other, and
past decisions continuously shape their perspectives and actions. As they discuss their
careers and the choices they’ve made, the underlying tension of having to reconcile
personal goals with professional realities becomes apparent. It is through this
reflection that both characters confront their growth and the consequences of the
paths they've chosen.

The chapter shifts to a pivotal moment when Saint investigates a lead about Ivy
Macauley, a woman found dead on her kitchen floor. This stark confrontation with
death does not elicit the expected reaction from Patch; rather than tears, he reflects
on the life that ended far before its physical demise. The revelation forces Patch to
leave Monta Clare, symbolizing the weight of unresolved mysteries and the emotional
baggage he carries with him. The death serves as a harsh reminder of the fragility of
life and the unresolved pain that many carry, even long after the events themselves.
This moment of reflection pushes Patch further into his journey, driven by the need to
escape the emotional weight of Monta Clare and confront the mysteries that haunt
him. His departure reflects not only the complexity of the investigation but also the
internal battles he faces in trying to make sense of his past and the lives affected by it.

As their discussion continues, Nix and Saint explore the interconnectedness of
individuals involved in criminal activity, particularly focusing on figures like Tooms and



Eli Aaron. They reflect on the idea that “bad people have a way of finding each other,”
a sentiment that speaks to the complexity of human relationships within the darkness
of crime. The phrase encapsulates the eerie tendency for individuals with troubled
pasts to gravitate toward one another, reinforcing the idea that shared pain or
dysfunction often draws people together in unexpected ways. Nix then contemplates
the case involving Grace, reflecting on the psychological evaluations and the lingering
memories of trauma that shape a person’s identity and perceptions. This exploration
brings them to question how people’s past experiences influence their present actions,
especially in the context of crime and justice. The discussion highlights the often-blurry
lines between right and wrong, and the psychological scars that shape an individual’s
behavior in profound ways.

Saint and Nix continue to delve into the psychology of trauma, particularly focusing on
dissociative identity disorder, which complicates the understanding of fact versus
perception. They explore how trauma can alter one’s sense of self, blurring the lines
between what is real and what is imagined. This leads them to question the moral
compass that guides their decisions, as Nix argues that outward appearances—such as
uniforms or lab coats—do not define a person’s integrity or inherent goodness. The
conversation touches on the complexity of morality within the justice system, where
individuals are often judged based on surface-level perceptions rather than the deeper
truths that shape their actions. This moral ambiguity is a central theme in the chapter,
as Saint and Nix grapple with their own roles in a system that often fails to deliver
clear answers. Their discussion raises important questions about the nature of justice,
the ethics of law enforcement, and the internal struggles of those who work within the
system.

As the chapter progresses, Saint raises a poignant concern about a missing girl, which
leads to a larger philosophical question about hope and despair in the face of tragedy.
This conversation brings the emotional weight of their work to the forefront, with both
characters reflecting on the uncertainty of their roles in providing closure to those
affected by crime. Nix, though reluctant, expresses an acceptance of the harsh



realities of their work, acknowledging the need for action despite the uncertain
outcomes. This acceptance of the complex nature of justice and the limitations of their
roles highlights the difficulty of finding resolution in the face of so much ambiguity.
Their discussion reinforces the theme of hope and despair, showing how individuals
within the justice system often struggle with the emotional cost of seeking answers,
knowing that those answers may not always bring the closure they or the families
involved seek.

In sum, Chapter 99 blends personal reflection with the moral complexities of law
enforcement, examining the impact of unresolved cases and the weight of past
decisions. The conversation between Saint and Nix paints a picture of the
psychological burden carried by those who seek justice while grappling with their own
flaws and uncertainties. Through their dialogue, the chapter explores the nuances of
good and evil, showing how personal experiences, trauma, and the justice system
intersect to create a complicated and often painful reality. It serves as a reminder of
the emotional toll law enforcement takes on those who work within it, leaving readers
with a deep understanding of the internal struggles that accompany the pursuit of
justice.


