
Chapter IX

Chapter IX unfolds against the vibrant and complex backdrop of 18th century Paris,
where Addie, in a bold and defiant act, sits alone in the Tuileries Gardens, daring to
step outside the bounds of societal expectations. In a time when women were often
relegated to domestic spheres, Addie’s decision to assert her presence in such a public
space symbolizes a deep yearning for intellectual freedom and personal autonomy. As
she soaks in the serene surroundings, she is filled with a quiet resolve, her eyes set on
a singular goal—securing an invitation to Madame Geoffrin’s salon. Known for bringing
together the brightest minds of the time, Geoffrin’s salon represents not just a space
for socializing but a rare opportunity for intellectual exchange where ideas are shared
across gender and class lines. To enter this world, Addie understands she must
embody not only intelligence but also a sense of belonging—an unspoken requirement
for any woman who wishes to join such circles. Her clever ruse to meet Geoffrin,
involving a carefully orchestrated bump and a dropped book, creates an opportunity
that she seizes with poise. As she introduces herself under a false name, Marie

Christine La Trémoille, a fictional noblewoman, Addie captivates Geoffrin with her
charm and quick wit, convincing the salonnière of her nobility and intellect. With the
invitation now in her hands, Addie enters a realm that offers the potential for self-
expression and freedom that she desperately craves.

As Addie steps into the salon, her heart is filled with both excitement and caution,
knowing that this is a rare space where women can engage with ideas and converse
with leading artists, philosophers, and writers. The room is filled with voices, each
offering new perspectives and insights, and Addie is drawn into the collective energy
of these intellectual discussions. For the first time in a long while, she feels that her
presence matters, that her voice is not invisible or unheard. Yet, the euphoria of this
new reality quickly shatters when Luc, a malevolent figure from her past, appears



unexpectedly. His sudden intrusion into the otherwise vibrant atmosphere of the salon
brings with it an accusation that threatens to unravel everything Addie has worked for:
he accuses her of stealing one of Geoffrin’s gowns. The accusation hits Addie like a
blow, shattering her newly found sense of belonging and self-worth. In an instant, the
room turns cold, and the welcoming environment shifts into one of suspicion and
judgment. Luc, with his sharp gaze and venomous words, acts as a reminder of the
power he holds over Addie—a power that can strip away her newly gained sense of
autonomy with a single word. In the face of this confrontation, Addie’s once-promising
foray into a world of intellectual engagement quickly dissolves into an uncomfortable
retreat, underscoring the fragile nature of her existence in a society that holds women
to impossible standards.

The chapter poignantly highlights the harsh reality faced by women in 18th century
society, particularly those who dared to challenge their prescribed roles. Addie’s
pursuit of intellectual freedom and autonomy in a male-dominated world is met with
resistance, both from the social structures around her and from figures who have the
power to define her place in that world. Luc’s appearance is more than just an
interruption to Addie’s moment of triumph; it represents the constant threat that
looms over her existence, threatening to erase her progress and strip away her
autonomy. Despite her cleverness and resourcefulness, she is constantly reminded
that her path to personal and intellectual fulfillment is fraught with dangers that she
cannot always control. The complexities of navigating a world where women are
expected to remain in the shadows of male influence become ever more evident as
Addie’s journey unfolds. Through her experience in Geoffrin’s salon, the reader is
reminded of the strength and perseverance required to exist in a world where the very
essence of one’s being—identity, intellect, and agency—can be easily disregarded by
those with the power to do so. In this chapter, Addie’s resilience shines through, but it
is clear that her journey will not be an easy one, and the forces working against her
will only become more formidable as she continues to challenge societal norms and
fight for her right to be heard.


